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Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to our first Potton Federation newsletter, which will be published half termly; six per
academic year. I have asked some teachers to write individual pieces for this newsletter and we
hope to vary who contributes to each edition as the academic year progresses. We have received
lots of positive feedback about the weekly reminders email that is issued on a Friday, and hope that
this is helping to improve communication between school and parents/carers. Our new website will
be launched shortly too.
You will obviously be aware of the changes being undertaken to the education of children in
Gamlingay. We are always very happy to welcome any new children to either of our schools; however, I thought I would
clarify a point that has been raised with me by several parents. The Potton Federation were not involved in the decision
making or processes regarding changes in Gamlingay. We were also not aware that our name was going to be detailed in
the consultation document until a parent brought it to our attention after it had been distributed. When asked by Mr
Watson if we would be able to provide places to any additional children should changes occur at Gamlingay we merely
agreed that we could facilitate this. I hope this clarifies our position and involvement. Mrs Willcocks has been undertaking
lots of tours of the schools for new pupils transferring from Gamlingay, we look forward to welcoming them and their
parents at different points over the next academic year.
You may have seen our adverts in the local press for the School’s Open Days. We look forward to meeting many of you
at these events. Details of these can be found at the end of this newsletter.
The children have commented to me that they feel that there have been lots of changes to both schools this year, and I
agree that there have been. It is important that if we want to improve the outcomes for our pupils then we need to focus
on raising standards and expectations across all areas of the Federation. This is evidenced in our extremely high
expectations for teaching, behaviour, presentation of work and marking. If you wish to provide feedback in any of these
areas please contact your child’s Key Stage Leader in the first instance.
A big thank you to those of you who attended the Civic Service at St Mary’s church last Sunday, the Lower School choir
were amazing and their performance was so well received by the honoured guests and the community. Our
congratulations to Miss Coppenhall and all of the children involved.
Many of you will be aware that Mrs Dean has been absent from work this half term, we are very pleased that she will
return to work after the half term holiday. We send her our best wishes for her recovery. Mr Adams has agreed to lead
the Grafham trip this year in her absence, our thanks to him for agreeing to this at such short notice.
We would like to welcome Mrs Walford to the Middle School team. She will be undertaking the part-time role of school
librarian; we wish her every success in her new position.
Next half term we will be launching our new badges which children will be able to earn in the following four areas:
attendance, achievement, recognition for contribution to their Key Stage and also a community badge. We will be
discussing these new badges with the children during assemblies after half term.
Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a very good half term holiday. The children have all been working very hard and
should be very proud of their achievements - they really deserve their break!
Kindest regards,
Cathy Smart
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Letter from the Deputy Headteacher
‘Action is the foundational key to all success’ (Picasso)
Action is certainly what we have seen here at The Potton Federation during this first half
term of the new school year! I am so thrilled to have seen the children in both schools
putting their desire to learn into action and showing their new teachers how hard they intend
to work this year. I know that this first half term has laid the foundation for our children so
that they can make exceptional progress in their learning this year. Our teachers have been delivering lots of
exciting lessons to capture the imaginations of the children and enable them to understand the concepts and
skills required by the National Curriculum. I have very much enjoyed regularly looking at the children’s books
with the Key Stage Leaders. We are thrilled to see the quality of written work and in particular are pleased to
see the children in all year groups responding to feedback from their teacher. Our teachers set ‘Close the Gap’
targets to support and challenge all of our children to make rapid progress in their learning.
I would also like to say a special thank you to the Year 5 and 6 children who have been doing a wonderful job
of showing prospective children around our school. They have been a credit to the school community and
have made our visitors feel very welcome. In particular; Carys Evans (Blue Jays), Kristal Johnson (Eagles)
and Luca Geraci (Owls) have been super ambassadors.
Wishing you all a restful and happy October half term and I very much look forward to the next part of the
learning adventure that our teachers are busy planning ready for the children when they return on
Monday 31st October.
Laura Willcocks

News from the year groups

Reception
Starlings - Mrs Sefton
Hummingbirds - Miss Clarke
The children in the Reception classes have settled
into their school routines really well. They have
been engrossed in the ‘All about me’ topic and
have brought in some interesting ‘show and tells’
that have aided their learning. We are delighted to
introduce our new pet hamster, Frieda, who the
children are helping to look after each day. She can
often be seen running around the class in her
exercise ball. We spent a week learning about
birthday celebrations; the children baked cakes,
made cards and planned a party for Russel and
Zog, the class Puppets.

They have frequently inspired us with their
confidence and enthusiasm to learn across the
curriculum and have particularly enjoyed visiting
the nature garden and the library. PE sessions
continue to cause much excitement on a Friday
morning and we have been lucky enough to have a
‘Boot Camp’ session with Mr Desborough, who we
would like to thank for his time and expertise. Our
conker collection continues to grow which has
triggered interest and questions about ‘seasonal
change’. This leads us to our topic after half term,
‘Why are there so many leaves on the ground?’
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Year 1
Puffins - Mrs Wright & Miss Fletcher
Robins - Mr Willett
The children in Year One have made a fantastic
start to the academic year. The Puffins and Robins
have enjoyed learning about life in the past in
History and nocturnal animals in Science. We
would like to thank those grandparents who have
come to tell us about their experiences at school;
the children enjoyed asking questions. The classes
even learnt a song for harvest assembly thanks to
one grandparent.

The children have been improving their literacy
skills by using traditional tales and various nonfiction texts have been used to help them to write
instructions and write an information page about
birds. We have been focusing on place value,
symmetry, addition and subtraction amongst other
areas in Numeracy.

Year 2
Kingfishers - Miss Coppenhall
Nightingales - Mr Hodgson
The children in Year Two have settled really well, and they have all loved our morning ‘Wake and Shakes’! We
have had a fantastic start, and we all now know many facts about dinosaurs. We have even tested to see if we
can run as fast as a dinosaur, with the outcome being YES! We loved creating our dinosaur fossils, and the
children really demonstrated their creative flair when making dinosaur puppets. Thank you for bringing in the
many wonderful dinosaur models, books and artefacts. These have really supported our learning, and
extended our investigations. We have also created our own passports and planned our own tours of each
continent. We cannot wait to visit the Taj Mahal, the Great Wall of China, the Northern Lights and the Eiffel
Tower one day! All of the children have started to join their handwriting, and they are doing extremely well. We
have had a lot of fun in Year Two so far, and we have completed races to see if we can run as fast as Bolt,
and also played a great game of ‘The Minister’s Cat’. We are very proud of them all.

Year 3
Merlins - Mr Lawrence
The Merlins Class have made a great start to the year. So far the children have been looking at a range of
different topics ranging from ‘How did people live in the stone age?’ to ‘How attractive are we?’
We have learnt a lot of information about the Stone Age and how people survived, from the start of the
Palaeolithic period, through the Mesolithic until finally reaching the Neolithic period. Within Science we have
been hard at work, learning about how magnets work, looking at attraction and repelling whilst undertaking
many practical investigations that the children have really enjoyed. From Stone Age art, to Rock Sculptures by
Andy Goldsworthy, the children have already been approaching all of what has been asked of them with a
positive ‘can do’ attitude that has been a pleasure for both myself and Mrs Wilbond to see.
If the first few weeks are anything to go by, the children are set to have a great year ahead of them. I speak for
all of the teachers involved with them when I say that they have been a credit to themselves with not only their
attitude to work but also their behaviour towards others. Let’s keep it up Merlins!
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Woodpeckers - Mrs Boston
Woodpeckers have made a wonderful start to the academic year. In
Literacy we thoroughly enjoyed celebrating Roald Dahl’s 100th birthday,
creating our own dreams and mixing them up in our class dream jar. In
Numeracy the children have loved using their conker collection to
practically work out multiplication and division problems - please keep
collecting!
During topic lessons, the children have travelled back in time to the Stone
Age. They have discovered how Neanderthal people built shelters and
how the Stone Age finally ended. They have all imagined being
archaeologists whilst looking around the school grounds and unearthing
prehistoric tools and pottery and making predictions about what they
might have been used for. I hope their enthusiasm continues throughout
the year.

Year 4
Penguins – Mr Adams
Flamingos – Mrs Heap
What an exciting start to the year we have had.
Penguins received the attendance award for
4 weeks in a row! We are proud of their effort and
commitment in coming to school.
Since the start of the year we have: identified
ingredients in Alien Soup, learnt about the Ruthless
Romans, designed our own Roman shields and
written our own fables. The children have enjoyed
all of our topics so far and risen to the challenge set
by Mrs Smart to collect as many conkers as
possible! These have been particularly useful to
help us understand relationships and patterns
when multiplying. Conkers are a great visual
resource to show the value of a number and we

have created arrays when given challenging
questions.
Year 4 children are currently reading Haiku poems.
Haikus are Japanese and contain only 3 lines. The
poems are used to paint a picture in the reader’s
mind and each line has a certain number of
syllables. We would really like to encourage Year 4
pupils to bring in their own poetry books from
home.
The much awaited Grafham residential trip is a
great way to end the first half term and
preparations are being made for the KS2 Christmas
performance. It would be great if the children could
think about whether they would like a speaking part
in the Christmas performance.
You can find out more information about the
Christmas performance here.

Year 5
Hawks - Miss Carrington
Hawks have made a flying start to both the school year
and to their time at the Middle School! As a class we have
earned over 600 Dojo points in only 5 weeks, which shows
how hard everybody is working!
Having read the book over the summer, Year 5 are
exploring Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo in
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English lessons and have already written diary entries, letters, poems and postcards all based on the book.
Linked to our work on Kensuke’s Kingdom, Hawks’ topic work is focused on ‘Survival’ and the exploration of
the world. So far in History we have followed the adventures of Christopher Columbus and Sir Francis Drake
and have created timelines, used drama and explored our own undiscovered islands to develop our
knowledge of our world. To help us in our exploration, in Geography we have been getting to grips with maps
of the world and now know how to use lines of latitude and longitude to find countries around the world.
Some highlights of our term so far include: Roald Dahl day, during which we dressed up as a wide variety of
Dahl’s most famous characters including Oompa Lumpas, Matilda, Miss Honey, Willie Wonka, The Witches,
Sophie and lots more. We have also been working scientifically and have enjoyed experimenting with solids,
liquids and gasses. In particular, it was fascinating to learn how ‘Floo powder’, as seen in the Harry Potter
films, was created!
I am already so proud of how much everyone in Hawks has achieved and I can’t wait to see the children
progressing during the rest of the year!

Year 6
Eagles – Mr Brooks
Over the course of the last few weeks, I have had the pleasure of getting to know twenty-two quite delightful
students and I can wholeheartedly say that it is because of the Eagles that I have settled in with absolute
ease. The same can also be said for the students, who have taken the many changes to the school in their
stride. They have embraced the initial challenges of being an Upper KS2 pupil with vigour and I believe most,
if not all, have fully grasped my high expectations in what is a very important year.
A notable highlight of the term has to be our highly celebrated Roald Dahl Day. The day started with a positive,
having been largely tipped for the (unofficial) ‘Best Dressed Form Award’. I take the opportunity to, again,
thank the parents for your support. Later in the day, Eagles were inspired by George’s Marvellous Medicine
and were set the challenge to come up with a horrid concoction of their own. Despite the numerous pleas to
make the ‘medicine’ itself, I think the students quickly realised the challenges of finding a truck full of dirty
nappies, a tonne of horse manure and, of course, a suitcase of vomit! The next time you are in school, do take
a moment to walk down the Year 6 corridor and observe the pupils’ stunning work on display from a truly
wonderful day.
I could waffle on for hours with pride when I consider the varied achievements of the Eagles this half term, but
I guess those will have to wait for another newsletter or praise assembly. That said, don’t forget to keep a
watchful eye on our Class Dojo page where you will find a celebration of our many classroom achievements,
homework uploads and other general information.
With the boundless potential I witness on a daily basis, I am certain the Eagles will continue to soar and reach
only the greatest of heights.

Falcons – Mr Wilkinson
Everyone in Falcons has settled in really well this term – that is the children and myself! It is fantastic to see all
of the children helping each other, looking out for each other and celebrating their successes together.
We are enjoying our novel of the term, Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo, as well as our topic that is on
the First World War. So far, by reading Private Peaceful, I think that all of the children have learnt that they are
glad that they go to school now rather than a hundred years ago. Soon they will learn that they should be glad
to not live in a trench!
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Our first displays of class work are now up. The whole class have written newspaper articles in which they had
to report on a scene in Private Peaceful where a plane crashes. There were some fantastic headlines
including, ‘Insane Plane,’ and, ‘Mysterious Flying Object Landed.’ All of the brilliant George’s Marvellous
Medicine recipes are on display in the main corridor; reading through them, I think it might be wise to keep
your children out of the kitchen – at least for just a little while longer! Also, in the main corridor is a timeline that
Falcons created with every child producing an event card.
Finally, there were many notable successes for Falcons outside of school as well; Kitty achieved second
place in an ice skating competition, Jaime-Lee passed her exams in tap and modern dance, Harriet came
second in a golf competition, Isaac won a three kilometre race, Finbar got his red belt in karate, Sam came
third in his age group in a golf competition, Henry won a standing long jump competition, Deon won an award
for most improved player at Potton Colts football team, Alfie got an assist to set up a goal on his debut for
Potton Colts and there were also many Scouts and Guides badges awarded.

Owls – Miss Henson
The Owls are doing a fabulous job at settling into the new expectations and routines for Year 6. So much so
that we won the attendance award for the first 2 weeks of the new school year, well done! We are studying
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo in English and have based our topic work on the First World War. Owls
are really enjoying this and we made a human timeline last week in History which the children enjoyed.
Since moving over to the Middle School and into a new year group, I can only say how much I am enjoying
teaching the Owls and I can see how much their work has improved since September and look forward to
having a fantastic year with them all!

News from the Head of English – Mr Bick
As Head of English across the Federation, my role
entails teaching English to Years 7 and 8, whilst
overseeing the delivery of English and Literacy in
Years 3 to 6. It’s a broad and diverse role, and one
that I am really enjoying! The students at both the
Lower and Middle schools have made me feel very
welcome, and have impressed me a lot with the
quality of their work and their attitude to learning.
Over the course of this year, one of my main
priorities is the development of a Key Stage 3
curriculum that inspires and challenges our
students, giving them the best possible preparation
for the transition to Upper School and the study of
English at Key Stage 4. Year 7’s work on David
Almond’s novel Skellig this half-term has been
exceptional, and it has been a real pleasure to
share one of my favourite books with Crows and
Cardinals classes.
Year 8 have been consolidating their work on the
Gothic genre last year by studying The Woman in
Black by Susan Hill, and their focus and application
in studying what is a complex and challenging text

has been very impressive.
Across Key Stage 2, I will be working with
classroom teachers to ensure that all of our pupils
receive high-quality English provision.
The Year 5 and 6 teams have worked incredibly
hard this term, as the Middle School has moved
towards a topic-based curriculum, and we have
some exciting topics planned for the remainder of
the year. I’m only sorry that I won’t get to teach
them myself!
Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who dressed up
for Roald Dahl Day and made it such a memorable
day in both schools. Events like this create great
memories for our pupils, and help to raise the
profile of reading across our school community. As
the year progresses, I will be working with our
newly-appointed school librarian to arrange further
events and opportunities to promote a love of
reading and writing in both the Middle and Lower
Schools (and I promise they won’t all involve
dressing up)!
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News from Key Stage 3 – Mr Gomes
It has been an absolute pleasure to oversee the commitment, cooperation and enthusiasm that pupils
have demonstrated since the start of the academic year and all of this hard work has been noticed in the
presentation of KS3 books and their work rate. In the past two weeks I have been looking at the Year 7
and Year 8 books; it is so good to see their efforts to present their work to a high standard, but also the
hard work they have been putting in across the board is evident. The progress of the children is already
clear, making this an amazing to start to the academic year for Key Stage 3.
In terms of attendance, I can say that it has been fantastic, with very few absences throughout the term
so far. However, I need to highlight Swifts class, as they have won the best attendance award in KS3 for
3 weeks consecutively. Well done Swifts!
Behaviour in KS3 is excellent as always; pupils have demonstrated a positive attitude towards their
learning and have been showing consideration for staff and their peers.
I would like to see more Key Stage 3 pupils involved in extracurricular clubs; there are lots of
opportunities for them to participate throughout the year in sports, music, trips and other events.
I was very pleased to receive some excellent application letters from pupils applying for the Prefect roles,
however it was a shame that all of the applications were from girls. I would like to see the boys in Year 8
demonstrate their interest in taking responsibilities, using their abilities, skills and strengths to influence
the future of the school and the community. Student Leadership roles are a great way to prepare for the
opportunities available at Upper School and it would be great if you could encourage your sons to think
about how they can contribute.
This first half term has been very positive and we are all fully engaged in teaching and learning, I am
looking forward to seeing the continued progress and academic excellence from KS3 this year.

Sports and PE News
Well done to all pupils for the excellent
start to the year. In PE all pupils have
been learning about netball and
gymnastics. Gymnastics has been a
very popular sport, maybe the very
successful Olympic Games has
ignited this passion in our children!
A special mention to our
Year 6 netball team following their
participation in a 5 a side netball
tournament at Edward Peake School.
Our amazing team finished in second
place, behind Biggleswade Academy.
The team performed very well,
especially as it was their first time
playing netball together.
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The Nature Garden
We returned to the nature garden after a long warm summer to harvest the last of the salad and
vegetables that were sown in the spring. The produce has been cleaned in the Foundation Stage mud
kitchen and enjoyed as a resource to help the children learn about Healthy Living alongside texts such
as Oliver’s Vegetables.
Further up the school, small groups of children in KS1 have been clearing the vegetable beds and
enjoying the space to build on their team working and communications skills. KS2 have been joining Mrs
Sefton on Monday lunchtimes to clear the pathways making all areas accessible for the children.
We have a wealth of wildlife moving into the site including birds, bats, badgers, rabbits, hedgehogs and
the occasional visiting fox. The children are enjoying maintaining their habitats and observing their
movements around the nature garden.
Thanks to the PTA we are excited to be receiving a range of seating including park benches and
storytelling seats and stools for the nature garden. These will be enjoyed by all classes in the school
throughout the year.

Well done Mrs Sefton and the Eco-Warriors!

Assessor’s Comments:
“Well done Potton Lower School! It
was a pleasure to visit you again and
to see the progress that you have
made over the course of the last two
years. I was particularly impressed
with the way you have continued to
develop the school grounds and to
embrace sources of renewable
energy. You fully deserve a new Green
Flag to replace the one that blew
away! Keep up the good work”.
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Attendance
Well done to all of the children on the attendance this half term. It has been fantastic to see such
commitment from you all, even when some of you have felt a little under the weather! A special
congratulations to the following classes who have had the highest attendance across their
Key Stage so far this half term.

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage

Key Stage 3: Swifts

95.92%

Upper Key Stage 2: Eagles
Lower Key Stage 2: Penguins

Attendance

99.27%
97.96%

Key Stage 1: Kingfishers

99.79%

Reminders for parents/carers
Reading:
We would really like to encourage all parents
with children in Reception and Key Stages 1 & 2
to read daily with their child. Children in Key
Stage 3 should be reading independently each
day too!

Children may of course bring juice to drink with
their packed lunch, and juice and water are also
available for children having a school dinner at
lunchtime.

Water Bottles:

A reminder that we CANNOT administer
medication that is not prescribed to your child
and/or is only prescribed for three times a day.
This includes Calpol and Nurofen. Parents can
come into school themselves if their child needs
a dose of medicine for illnesses where it is
appropriate for them to be in school.

Please can all parents ensure that their child
brings a named and filled water bottle into
school with them each day, and that they only
contain water. It is important for the children to
drink regularly throughout the day.

Medicines in School:
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PTA
Here are some dates for your diary:

We would like to say a big thank you for all of your
support last year, we raised a fantastic amount of
money, over £6000!

Non-Uniform Day Christmas hampers Friday 4th November.

Our summer fete was a huge success and the
children seemed to love the disco dome and the
extra inflatables we had.

Christmas Shop - Friday 2nd December.

We are hoping to raise even more money this year
and already have lots of events in the planner:
Discos for the children, a parents quiz night, a
music night and as always our ever popular
Christmas shop.

Christmas Lights - Friday 2nd December.
The PTA will have a stall on the Market Square.
Our Christmas hamper raffle tickets will be on
sale here and all the school Christmas
performances. The draw will take place on
Thursday 15th December at the KS1 carol
concert.

Thank you to those that came along to the PTA
AGM. The Chair and Secretary were re-elected and
Sara Rail was appointed as our new treasurer.
The next meeting is on Thursday 20th October
7.30pm at the Lower School. If you would like to
come along please do feel free to join us, new
members are always welcome. If you would like
any further information on the PTA please leave
your contact details at the school office or email
pottonlowerpta@live.co.uk.

Thank you for your continued support.
Karen Monaghan
Secretary of the PTA.

Jane Walker’s Pyjama Day Monday 17th October

We would like to say a huge thank you to parents, children and staff for
helping us support Jane Walker in her appeal to raise money for The
Brain Appeal following her recent illness and treatment at The
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery in Queen's Square,
London.
We all loved wearing our PJ’s to school for the day, it was so much fun!
We loved having Mrs Walker come into both schools and being able to
see everyone herself, she enjoyed lunch with some of the younger
children too.
We are so proud of our children and their generosity and are pleased
to announce that we managed to raise £665 - amazing!
THANK YOU
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Royal Thank You

How lovely of royalty to
recognise the fabulous
work of Mrs Sefton
producing the
wonderful story of the
Queens Visit to PLS,
and the children in
producing the
wonderful art work for
the book. If you would
like to purchase a copy
of the book it is still
available to buy on line
at Amazon – just search
for Katherine Sefton.
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Dates for your diary: (October half term to Christmas)
8th & 10th Nov - Both Schools
Parents Consultation Evenings
Parents will be able to book appointments with
teachers via our online booking system. The link
for our online booking system will be texted to
everyone. If anybody has any issues with the online
booking system please speak to the relevant office.

16th Nov - Middle School
Open Evening

17th Nov - Middle School
Open Morning

18th Nov - Both Schools
Children in Need
Mufti Day! This year the theme for CIN is spots so it
would be wonderful if as many children as possible
can follow this. If you would like your child to take
part please send them in with a £1 donation.

25th Nov - Lower School

5th Dec (evening) & 6th Dec (afternoon) Lower School
Year 3 & 4 Christmas performance to parents
and carers.
Tickets will be booked online via the school
booking system. £1 per ticket, payments will be
taken on the night

8th Dec - Lower School
Whole School Trip to Milton Keynes Theatre

12th & 13th Dec - Lower School
Reception Christmas performance
Tickets will be booked online via the school
booking system. £1 per ticket payments will be
taken on the door.

14th Dec - Lower School
Wizard of Oz Performance
Our annual visit from Arena Touring Theatre
company will be performing The Wizard of Oz to
the Lower School children during the school day.

Open Morning

15th Dec - Lower School
2nd Dec to 9th Dec - Lower School
Scholastic
The next Scholastic Book Sale is being held at PLS
from Wednesday 2nd – Wednesday 16th November
after school from 3:20pm. Please pop along to the
school hall to see the large display of books on
sale, and maybe even get some early
Christmas presents! Further information and
Vouchers to follow.

Key Stage 1 Carol Concert evening
Held at Potton Lower School.
Refreshments available on the night.

Thursday 15th Dec - Both Schools
Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day
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School Open Days
www.pottonfederation.co.uk

Potton Lower School
Reception to Year 4

Open Morning
Friday 25th November from 9am to 11am
Talks by the Executive Headteacher at 9am & 10am.
Tours of the school & refreshments throughout the morning.
Children welcome.

Potton Middle School
Year 5 to Year 8

Open Evening & Morning
Wednesday 16th November at 7pm
Talk by the Executive Headteacher followed by pupil-led
guided tours.

Thursday 17th November at 9.30am – 11.30am

Come and see the school in action. Children welcome.
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