February 2017 – 03

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to our Spring newsletter. I know you will find the content within it will give you
a real insight into school life over the last half term.
Across the schools the children have been engaged in their learning, however in Upper
Key Stage 2, where we first implemented the Cornerstones Creative Curriculum, this is
most definitely the case!
Our sincere thanks go to the Potton Lower School PTA for purchasing this new and
exciting curriculum for the Lower School. In these times of restricting school budgets, we really appreciate the
financial support given to us by our PTA. It would be fantastic to start a separate PTA for the Middle School;
the Lower School PTA are fully stretched and they are unable to support events at the Middle School. We are
really grateful to them for running the Middle School discos on our behalf.
If you think you would be interested in starting/joining a PTA for the Middle School please let me know, or
alternatively you can speak directly to Laura Knibbs, our PTA Chair.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those parents who allowed their children to represent the Lower
School at Ruth Burmo’s Memorial Service. The service was a fitting tribute to Mrs Burmo who dedicated herself
to ensuring that the children of Potton had the best education possible.
I hope that you have now read the Middle School Ofsted Report. We are delighted that the progress made at
the Middle School has been recognised and acknowledged. I am particularly proud of the acknowledgment
within the report of the work undertaken by the Leadership Team and staff to move the school forward so rapidly.
I am delighted to inform you that Mrs Walker is now well enough to return to school after half term. Mrs Walker
will be undertaking a phased return over the coming months where she will support teaching in Year 5. We wish
her every success.
Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a good half term break, the children have worked very hard and are
very deserving of a rest.
Kindest regards,
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher

Letter from the Chair of Governors
We were visited last week by Ofsted and I am delighted to report that the Middle School has also been rated as
Good. The official Ofsted Report will be shared to all parents/carers once it is available to us. It will also be
available on the Ofsted website on Wednesday 22nd February. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
those parents that completed the Parent View questionnaire and also sent letters in for the Inspector during the
visit.
Prior to this, some Governors attended a number of learning walks around the Middle school, this enables
Governors to visit every lesson and see how they are conducted. In addition it allows Governors to talk to staff
and children about their work and learning. It has been lovely to see how proud the children are to show off their
work and the enjoyment they demonstrate from learning. This is an area that the governing body will continue
across both schools within the Federation to ensure that a high level of teaching and learning is maintained.
During the first half of the Spring term, the Governors have continued to work in partnership with the Federation’s
senior management team on reviewing both schools’ performance data, managing strategic decisions, as well
as focusing on the key areas of the School Improvement Plans. In addition to monitoring the schools’ progress,
the Governors have also been involved with monitoring the schools’ finances during difficult budgeting times.
I am pleased to report that the school continues to find new and innovative ways of linking with the community
to give the school a real community feel. The Lower school choir attended Ruth Burmo’s Memorial Service in
January and this was also well supported by previous and existing staff and a large number of parents. The
school choirs also attended Young Voices in Birmingham Genting Arena last week, which was an amazing
opportunity for all children involved.
We are lucky to have a very active PTA at the Lower School who organise amazing events throughout the year.
Sadly, we do not have the same arrangements at the Middle school yet, so if you would be interested in starting
a PTA there please let us know.
Finally, if you feel that you have any skills that you could add to the Governing Body please let me know. My
email address is chair@pottonfederation.co.uk.
Warm Wishes
Anna Adnitt
Chair of Governors

Letter from the Deputy Headteacher
Wow – what an eventful and exciting half term we have had!
The children across both schools have made a fantastic start to 2017 and have shown great
resilience in their attitude to learning. There have been so many highlights this half term too many to list them all! I will however say special congratulations to the Reception
children; I have been most impressed with their Big Writes. Their descriptions of The Gruffalo
are splendid and we are so proud of their amazing progress in writing.
Year 5 and 6 have made excellent starts to the new Cornerstones Creative Curriculum and some of the Frozen
Planet homework projects in Year 6 were of incredibly high quality, demonstrating thoughtful planning and design
genius! It was wonderful to see their work on display and I enjoyed seeing the sense of awe on the faces of the
Year 5’s as they looked around the exhibition of project work.
We would like to thank the PTA who have this week purchased the full Cornerstones Creative Curriculum
package for Reception, Key Stage 1 and Lower Key Stage 2. The teachers were very excited when the planning

booklets arrived in the post and they have started exploring the website which is full of planning and exciting
projects that we will be introducing across the whole school, starting with Year 3 and 4 in the Spring and Summer
terms.
Wishing you all a restful and fun half term break.
Laura Willcocks
Dupty Headteacher

News from the year groups

Reception
Starlings
Christmas now seems such a long time ago and Starlings Class have been busy making Mrs Sefton and Miss
Veale incredibly proud with their first experiences of completely independent writing.
They were excited to use their Big Write books for the first time and have been enjoying writing sentences about
‘Where The Wild Things Are’ and ‘The Gruffalo’.
We were preparing for a blizzard, so headed out into the flurries of snow,
but had to be quick before it melted. There was no time to build a snowman
but we did enjoy chasing and catching the snowflakes.
Starlings have also taken part in the RSPB Big School Bird Watch. We
have been looking after the bird feeders, making sure they are well stocked
and have watched as the wildlife came to visit our school grounds. We will
be submitting our data as a whole school at the end of February for this
national project.
Well done Starlings for a fantastic start to 2017.

Miss Clarke – Hummingbirds
This term the children have been working extremely hard and have been making myself and Mrs Lee so proud
of the ever growing confidence and love of learning.
The children have been learning about ‘Who are the famous characters in my books?’ this term and we have
looked at lots of different books that children are familiar with.
Hummingbirds really enjoyed reading ‘Supertato’ by Sue Hendra and hunting down the evil pea in our classroom
to stop him from causing mischief. We then wrote speech bubbles about what the superhero character might
say to the villain.
The children had an afternoon learning about Chinese New Year where they got to make a lucky red envelope
and a paper dragon puppet, the children enjoyed learning about different cultures and their traditions.
The children have also taken on the challenge of Big Write, where the children have been writing independently
about the different books we have been looking at. I have been so impressed with how well all the children have
been able to write sentences describing what the Gruffalo looks like.

Hummingbirds made some junk model boats and tested their designs to see if
they would float or sink. Here is one group’s example.
Well done Hummingbirds for a fantastic first Spring Term!

Year 1
Miss Sondhi – Robins
All the children in Robins came back after the Christmas break refreshed and ready to learn.
They have thrown themselves into all the learning challenges they have been set. In Numeracy they have been
looking at multiplication, division and fractions. Using a range of different resources including Unfix Cubes,
Numicon and 2D shapes.
Our topic, Transport and Travel, has inspired the children and many of them have brought in topic related show
and tell which has been lovely see. I hope their enthusiasm continues.
Keep up the fantastic work!

Mrs Wright & Miss Fletcher – Puffins
What a fantastic start to the Spring term for Puffins Class.
As our topic is Transport and Travel, we have being looking a range of fiction
and non-fiction books that include different methods of transport. The children
have produced some really impressive pieces of writing!
In Design and Technology children have been working very hard to design
their own vehicles, which they will build over the next few weeks. They’ve even
incorporated the learning that they have been doing in Science about
materials.; suggesting which materials would be best. We have also been
looking at transport over time, comparing old and modern modes of transport and researching inventors.
Keep up the hard work Puffins!

Year 2
Kingfishers – Miss Coppenhall
Nightingales – Mr Hodgson
Kingfishers and Nightingales have loved learning about The Great Fire of London this term, and you can often
hear us singing our own version of ‘London’s Burning’ in a four part round.

We have enjoyed pretending to be journalists, recording the events
of the fire for the London Gazette, and also designing suitable
houses for the rebuilding of London. We looked at waterproof, rigid
materials that could be better alternative to straw roofs in Science,
and even tested these with mixed results! We even had a court
house style debate about who is to blame for the start of the fire!
We have also looked at a fire closer to home, The Great Fire of
Potton. The children enjoyed researching where around the town
the fire began and spread to.
In Art, we have created collage fire pictures and used pastels to create flames. We have had a great time, and
we are looking forward to building our own houses to re-enact the fire next half term.

Year 3
Woodpeckers – Miss Bagnall
Woodpeckers have had a brilliant start to the year and have really impressed me with their enthusiastic approach
to their learning.
We have been learning about Ancient Greek myths and legends and written our own, learning what we can do
to improve our writing. The children have thoroughly enjoyed reading exciting myths such as Theseus and the
Minotaur.
Last week we had a mysterious visitor to the school and have enjoyed becoming
PLS news reporters, reporting on this story and interviewing various members of
staff around school!
We have enjoyed learning about our bodies in Science - including the names of
different bones and muscles - and how we can keep healthy, even creating a
healthy meal made from plasticine.
Woodpeckers are looking forward to another exciting half term after the week’s
holiday.

Merlins – Mrs Curzon & Mrs Harris
This half term Merlins designed and created their own Ancient
Greek masks. They have created some amazing masks that
they are really proud of. Don't take our word for it, here are a
few quotes from some of the children:
Penny: In Merlins we had fun making our masks. We took a
lot of time to carefully make our masks. They are fantastic and
unique.
Shane: It was fun making my mask it looks really good.
Cerys: I especially enjoyed the painting. When I take it home
I'm going to wear it and do a show for my family.
Rahul: Putting the papier-mâché onto our balloons was fun but
also annoying because it was so sticky.

Holly: Before we started making our Greek masks we looked at different emotions. I planned a happy mask
because I thought it would be easier to make and I like smiling.
Mia: Adding all the details at the end made my mask much better, I am proud of it.
Well done Merlins for a fantastic half term.

Year 4
Penguins – Mr Adams
Penguins have had a fantastic start to the Spring Term. Our
current Topics have created a buzz of excitement and children
are guiding their own learning.
Recently we practiced mummification, using similar techniques
to the Ancient Egyptians to mummify tomatoes. At the moment
they are stuffed and covered with natron for 40 days to be dried
out before wrapping begins.
We are learning about the human digestive system and many
children found it fascinating to see a recreation of the organs at
work. This led to an in-depth discussion about why we don’t eat
burgers all day and what might happen if one of our organs failed.
The children are also completing additional work projects at home related to our Topic and it is fantastic to share
these in class. Some are on display for all to see, please look out for them at the Celebration of Work afternoon.

Flamingos – Mrs Heap
Flamingos have had a great start to 2017, having been introduced to our new Topic of 'Ancient Egyptians'. This
topic has really gripped the children's interests and imagination with many bringing in artefacts from home. In
class the children have enjoyed learning about the Ancient Egyptians and how different their lives were and
have made some fantastic pieces of art work giving us a lovely display.
The topic has also provided us with rich links to Science which has lead the children to engage in the
mummification process and in watching their teacher make poo!
Children have also enjoyed our Dance module so far for PE and were are making the most of our additional ICT
session by exploring coding!
In Literacy we have been learning about classic Fairy Tales, which the children have been enjoying, especially
changing endings to a classic tale. The children have been producing some lovely work, showing us their flair
for creativity in writing.
In Numeracy we have been learning lots if practical skills including weighing, measuring, estimating and using
co-ordinates. The children in the class have really enjoyed the practical elements of these lessons which they
have enjoyed exploring further in their homework.

Year 5
Hawks – Miss Carrington
It’s hard to believe that another half term has passed by already! Hawks have had rather a gruesome start to
the spring term. Our Topic of Peasants, Princes and Pestilence has taken us on a tour of medieval England,
incorporating the Black Death, the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 and the lives of medieval Knights.
In English we have written diary entries from the perspective of Black Death victims, battle vows, and speeches
persuading King Richard II to give freedom to the peasants. The fantastic effort put in, and the high standard of
work produced, reflects how well our topic has engaged and captured the imaginations of Year 5.
Having researched the causes of the Black Death in our topic work, our Science work has focused on
understanding where bacteria are found and how disease can be spread. Hawks’ enthusiasm for our topic is
shown in the projects that have been produced as part of their homework this term.
Everyone deserves a pat on the back for their hard work this term and I look forward to beginning our new topic,
‘Time Travellers’, after half term!
Have a fantastic break.

Blue Jays – Mr Lawrence
What a half term it has been for the Blue Jays. This half term the children have been
learning about the Black Death. The children have ALL thrown themselves into this
100% and produced some outstanding work; whether it is about the causes or the
symptoms or cures, they have been completely engaged in their learning.
We have also been learning about how to grow bacteria in Science and looking at
stained glass windows in Art. In Computing, the children have been learning about
cryptography and different forms of code including Semaphore and Morse Code.
They coded some very ‘interesting’ messages for their friends to decode but seemed to be having great fun with
it.
They really have been amazing this half term, I can’t sing the praises of each of them
enough! Thank you for your continued support both with the school and at home; it
doesn’t go unnoticed and is very much appreciated.
Here’s looking forward to another great half term!

Year 6
Eagles – Mr Brooks
Coughing, spluttering, sneezing…have been the more frequent sounds found in our class room of late.
With a large proportion of the class - including myself - feeling the effects of an awful ‘January bug’, I have to
admit, the resilience and determination demonstrated by the Eagles these past few
weeks has been wonderful. Off the back of a very long term which was laced with
change and challenge, I’ve been delighted with the vigour that the Eagles have
continued to show this Spring term.
It is with delight that I can say that our new Cornerstones Curriculum has helped
engender a passion and love for learning. In the classroom, pupils were introduced
to their new ‘Frozen Kingdom’ topic with a WOW experience in the form of a very
messy, yet enjoyable Science experiment. Challenged to develop their knowledge of

how animals stay warm in the Polar regions, the Eagles were covered in lard and dunked their hands in buckets
of ice, cold water … chilly stuff!
More recently, pupils have begun to dig much deeper into the snowy depths of the ‘Frozen Kingdom’. We have
debated where to place blame for the sinking of the Titanic; written the final diary entry of Robert Falcon Scott’s
fatal expedition to the South Pole; produced a number of impressive haiku poems based on the Northern Lights
and authored some rather enchanting Narnia-inspired short stories.
As part of our new curriculum, pupils have also been challenged to create mini projects, with work ranging from
polar animal models, clay figurines, winter collages and the odd fruit cake word search! Having invited all of Key
Stage 2 to celebrate their work, the Year 5 students were inspired by Eagles’ outstanding efforts and couldn’t
wait to start their own projects. I must thank the parents who were central to the success of these projects.
Without your support, the many wonderful presentations of work would have not come to fruition.

Owls – Miss Henson
Owls have a great start to the new Cornerstones topic of the Frozen Kingdom.
As a class, we have been so excited to look at all of the amazing topic homeworks that have been brought in to
school and have had a display session to show them all off, which the children and staff enjoyed immensely.

Our milk bottle igloo is beginning to take shape now but we still need more bottles if you have them. It will be an
excellent place to write in and become an Inuit for the day!
Falcons – Mr Wilkinson
This half term Falcons, along with the rest of Year 6, embraced the cold weather as we started our new topic:
Frozen Kingdom.
We have been learning about icebergs, Antarctica, The Titanic, and penguins! Using our new-found knowledge,
we wrote diaries from people who survived the Titanic as well as a diary for Scott who did not survive his
expedition to the South Pole.
Haiku’s, Igloos and Inuit art are just some of the aspects of other cultures we have been exploring in our Topic…
with more to follow!

Attendance for this half term has been excellent for Falcons; we won the Key
Stage 2 attendance award for one week and we were very close for other weeks
as well. So well done everyone and keep it up!
Falcons have read some great books the half term: Harriet recommends
Midnight gang which she describes as touching and funny. The Percy Jackson
books are recommended by Henry which he describes as, “interesting and
addictive.”

Year 7
Cardinals – Mr Gomes
We have had a great half term. Attendance has been good and we have won the Highest
weekly attendance award on numerous occasions. The behaviour and the attitude of the
pupils has been very good during lessons.
As Key Stage 3 Leader, I’m extremely proud of the progress and attainment of all pupils, it is great to see the
improvement in their books and in their assessments.
Please make sure you all keep it up.

Crows – Mr Bick
As I think I have written in previous newsletters, I never cease to be impressed by the way children in Crows
class rise to new challenges in their lessons. Looking back at the English work children produced back in
September, I’m amazed at how far the majority have come in such a short period of time! Let’s keep those
positive mindset and see what we can achieve by the end of the year!
Over the next few weeks, several of the class will be trained up as student librarians. It is great to see them
taking on extra responsibility around school. In Year 8, there will be the opportunity for some of the class to
become prefects; I can already think of a few excellent candidates

Year 8
Swifts – Mr Griffiths
Another exciting term for 8 Swifts. We can’t believe how quickly the school year is going.
Swifts have been very busy this half-term completing numerous different tasks; doing Big Writes in English as
well as algebraic graphs, simplifying numbers and working in statistics in Mathematics.
They have done lots of fun experiments in Science; learnt how to work out binary in computing, and also lots of
conversational French. Hopefully that will come in useful in the French trip later in the year.
Pupils in Swifts have been working very hard and most seem to be maturing on a weekly basis.

Well done to all of those pupils that have won awards this half-term; whether it’s an individual award or
contributing to a class award (such as the attendance prize). Also a big congratulation to those pupils who have
been chosen to be prefects. Alex Robinson, Alfie Worswick, George Allen, Lily-Anne Hoskins and Bronwyn
Plowman have all been chosen to be prefects because of their consistent effort in all subjects and their excellent
behaviour around the school.
Have a good half-term holiday and come back refreshed and ready to learn.

Ravens – Mr James
In Ravens we have been looking at describing our free time activities in French. We worked out how to say in
French what type of activities we enjoying doing and why we enjoy doing them. We tried to add even more
information by adding details about when we do the activities and with whom. We finished off this topic by
producing a poster or a leaflet describing how we spend our free time. I have been really impressed by some of
the work from this class and we are looking forward to improving our French even more next term.
Bonnes vacances!

Mock SATS
Attention Year 6 parents/ carers
Our next round of mock SATs is scheduled for the week beginning 20th February. These practice papers are a
very important part of our preparation for the real tests in May 2017 and will inform us as to how best we can
support each child.
Please therefore encourage children to spend a short amount of time revising each day over the half term. ‘Little
and often’ is recommended as the best method of revision for children of this age.
The following interactive learning sites will support SATs revision:
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths
 https://www.mymaths.co.uk
Thank you for your support.

News from the Head of English – Mr Bick
What a start to 2017! I have seen some fantastic writing from both Key Stages over the course of the last few
weeks and it’s been lovely to see so many children enjoying their English work. Year 5 and 6 have made great
starts to their new Cornerstones Curriculum projects; I particularly enjoyed reading some of Year 5s diary entries
about the plague, although one of two of them did make me feel a bit queasy!
In Key Stage 3, Year 7 have worked hard on their poetry unit, and are writing with impressive maturity and
sophistication. As I write, Year 8 are in the process of writing feature articles for magazines, and I’m looking
forward to reading those and being educated on subjects as diverse as ‘speed eating’ competitions, Grime
music, and the Danish concept of ‘Hygge’.
March promises to be an exciting month at school, as we’re working on a programme of events and activities to
promote reading and writing across all year groups. As well as World Book Day on March 2 nd, we have author
visits, writing competitions and reading groups in the pipeline. Watch this space!

News from the Head of Maths – Mr Griffiths
It is always my pleasure to give out awards in assembly and the Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 teams are
consistently awarding pupils for the quality of their Mathematics. We are starting to see real progress with the
Key Stage 2 children and are particularly impressed with how the Year 6 pupils are growing in confidence,
especially those who have been attending the extra intervention classes. In Year 6 we are now in that last push
before SATs in May.
Where possible, it would be really helpful if you can just spend a few minutes a day with your children practising
their times-tables, number bonds, and different mental and written calculations. We will be proud of all the Key
Stage 2 children because of all the effort that they have put in. In Key Stage 3 pupils are also making good
progress with some children consolidating their Key Stage 2 learning and others extending themselves to high
level Mathematics.
In Key Stage 3 please look out for the GCSE paper homework that I will set (this will be done over a few weeks).
This is meant to show the children how much of the mathematics that they already know and the fact that in Key
Stage 3 we are setting up the building blocks for their future learning.
Have a good half-term holiday.

Potton Middle School Library – Donations Welcome
Our Library is very popular with students and books are being borrowed at a fantastic rate!
Donations welcome
Don’t forget, if families have any books – in good condition, please – that your son or daughter no longer use
and you could do with space on your shelves, we would be very grateful to see whether they could be added to
our library stock!

It is their chance to be well-loved again!
Any received that we may have many copies of, we will make sure they are recycled to charity or via booksales.
Many thanks to Carys Evans of Blue Jays who has kindly donated a fine collection of her books.

Sports and PE News – Mr Gomes
Year 6 and Year 7 Girls Football.
Well done to the Year 6 and Year 7 girls’ football team who entered the English Schools Football Association
National Cup competition. Unfortunately they lost their opening game, but the performance and their attitude
was absolutely great. It was a very positive experience and one that will make a massive difference when they
play in the local football league.
I would like to congratulate the whole team: Grace Hardham, Mollie Wadeson, Abigail Arnold, Erin Bate, Grace
Gurney, Amber Holloway-Hutchinson, Chloe Barnes, Lucy MacDonald, Emily Barnes and Poppy Jones.
A special mention to Amber Holloway-Hutchinson as she won the Woman of the Match and scored Potton’s only
goal!
Well done ladies.

Attendance
Well done to all of the children on the attendance this half term. It has been fantastic to see such commitment
from you all, even when some of you have felt a little under the weather.
A special congratulations to the following classes who have had the highest attendance across their
Key Stage so far this half term.

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage
Key Stage 3 Cardinals:

96.70%

Upper Key Stage 2 Owls:

97.90%

Lower Key Stage 2 Merlin:

97.22%

Key Stage 1 Puffins:
96.00%

96.92%
96.20%

96.40%

96.60%

96.80%
Attendance

97.00%

97.20%

97.40%

97.60%

97.80%

98.00%

Potton Lower School Council
Potton Lower School
It’s been another busy few weeks for the School Councillors of Potton Lower with a variety of things on the
agenda to discuss.
First up was the matter of famous positive role models that the children could aspire to be in readiness for a new
system that will shortly be introduced into school. The Councillors were asked if they could discuss this with their
classes and came up with some marvellous suggestions which included Mo Farah, Tim Peake, J.K Rowling,
Jonny Peacock and even David Walliams and Ant and Dec!
The children have also been thinking about ways that they can improve their lunchtimes and we have received
some positive ideas on how we can do this.
As the half term approaches, we will be turning our thoughts to how we can raise money for Comic Relief which
will be taking place at the end of March and also looking forward to holding a joint School Council meeting with
the School Councillors from Potton Middle school.

Potton Federation Schools Rock!
Potton Lower and Potton Middle Choir had an amazing time at Genting Arena
in Birmingham on Monday. They sung their hearts out, danced and even had
a beatboxing masterclass!
Along with almost 7000 children as part of
Young Voices, the choirs sung with such
energy to the packed audience. Spotting our
supportive parents in the audience with their
vibrant green glow sticks and their own
banner, everyone had a very memorable
evening.
Miss Coppenhall would like to thank everyone for their support. We are so
proud of them all. GO POTTON!

Potton Bookfest 2017
On Thursday 2nd March we will be celebrating World Book Day at Potton Federation with special lessons,
assemblies and - of course - costumes! On the day children are invited to come to school dressed as a
character from their favourite story. After the success of Roald Dahl Day in September, I can't wait!
At the Middle School, World Book Day will mark the start of our first 'Bookfest', which will continue through
March. As part of this, we are running a 500 word story competition for children in Years 5-8. To enter the
competition, students need to submit their story to me by Friday 24th February at the latest. Winners will be
announced in our World Book Day assembly on Thursday 2nd March. Stories can be submitted on paper, or
via e-mail to abick@pottonfederation.co.uk - I look forward to receiving lots of exciting entries!
Details of other Bookfest events will follow after half term.

Pupil Voice
Mrs Smart is always delighted to receive pictures or letters that the children have done especially for her, but
when a piece of work by our Year 6 pupil Priyanka Prang arrived on her desk this week Mrs Smart wanted to
share it with everyone as it sums up the wonderful attitude of our pupils.

P

Positive – we are all
positive and never negative

Make – be creative, let your
imagination run wild

S

Sensible – always be
sensible

O

Optimists – we are all
optimists

I

Inspiration – let yourself be
inspired by someone. Also,
let people be inspired by you!

C

Courage/Confidence –
These are the only
things you need to
succeed

T

Together – whatever we do,
we do it together as a family

D

Determination – we can only
reach something by being
determined

H

Healthy – we are a
healthy school. Eat
healthy

T

Time – we give each other
time

D

Done – you will never be
done, there is always
something you can do

O

O

On task – we are always
ready to work

L

Lend a hand – help people
and people will help you

O

N

Never – never give up!
Never and can’t aren’t in my
dictionary

E

Excellent – everyone is
excellent in their own way

L

Order – when a teacher
asks you to do
something, do it, it’s a
simple order!
Ordinary – we can all be
ordinary and
extraordinary
Learn – we come to
school to learn

M

Mosaic Project – Story in Stone
Potton Federation has been ask to take part in an exciting and inclusive
community project for Sandy, Potton and Biggleswade.
The children will be making a mosaic trail which will run through the
three Historic Market Towns, bringing their unique histories to life using
the ancient craft of mosaic making. The aim is to leave a legacy of times
past for many future generations to come. Once completed the mosaic
stories in stone will be placed on the walls around the three towns to
initiate a heritage trail.
Web link:
http://www.storyinstone.org.uk/

Reminders for parents
Medicines in School:
A reminder that we CANNOT administer medication that is not prescribed to your child and/or is only prescribed
for three times a day. This includes Calpol and Nurofen. Parents can come into school themselves if their child
needs a dose of medicine although we do advise parents to keep their children at home if they are poorly.

Reporting Children’s Absence:
Reporting children's absences - if you need to report your child's absence and do not need to speak to anyone
in the Middle School office about this, there is a direct line: 01767 261527. Lower School parents can ring the
main reception 01767 260239 number and select option 1.

Reading:
We would really like to encourage all parents with children in Reception and Key Stages 1 & 2 to read daily with
their child. Children in Key Stage 3 should be reading independently each day too!

Water Bottles:
Please can all parents ensure that their child brings a named and filled water bottle into school with them each
day, and that they only contain water. It is important for the children to drink regularly throughout the day.
Children may of course bring juice to drink with their packed lunch, and juice and water are also available for
children having a school dinner at lunchtime.

Dates for your diary: (January 2017 – February half term)
Monday 20th – Friday 24th February
Potton Middle School
MOCK SATS

Thursday 2nd March
Both Schools
World Book Day

Thursday 16th March
Big Bang Fair – Birmingham NEC
Years 7 and Year 8
UK young Scientists & Engineers Fair is the largest
celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering and
maths (STEM) for young people in the UK

Tuesday 28th February & Thursday 2nd March
Parent Consultations
Both Schools
Parents will be able to book appointments with
teachers via our online booking system. The link
for our online booking system will be texted to
everyone. If anybody has any issues with the online
booking system please speak to the relevant office.

Friday 31st March – Tuesday 18th April
Both Schools
Easter Holiday

The Potton Federation Academic Calendars for 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 are now available on our
website. Please do not refer to the Central Bedfordshire Council’s Term dates Calendar as these dates are
incorrect for the Potton Federation:
http://pottonfederation.co.uk/parents/term-dates/

PTA
We are delighted that with all of our hard work, and most importantly
your support, we have been able to donate £3700 to the school to
purchase the Cornerstones curriculum. This will have an impact on
every child in the school, which is the PTA's fundraising aim, to
enhance and enrich every child's learning.
We have also been able to confirm the following donations:






£500 for Widdershins to perform in school for world book day
Funds to buy new books for the library
A new oven for reception so they can have cookery lessons
A new shed in Reception for storage so the summer house can
be used more for outside learning
2 new friendship benches for the front and back playgrounds

Dates for your diary
Friday 9th June 2017
Potton Middle School Disco
Monday 19th June 2017
Reception & Key Stage 1
Disco
Friday 23rd June 2017
Lower Key Stage 2 Disco

Obviously we can only continue to provide funds for the school with the support of you as parents-which as you
can see has really been fantastic, we would not be able to do this without you. We will have members of the
PTA stepping down at the end of this school year, so please think about joining us as an active member, we
really do need new members to help continue all this great fundraising.
Our fantastic quiz night returns on Friday 24th February, tables are filling up fast so please reserve yours ASAP,
we would hate for you to miss out on a great evening.
We will be running more discos in June, we will also be running a disco for the middle school, more details to
follow. If you are a middle school parent who is interested in setting up a new PTA, or would like to help, please
contact us-we would be happy to guide and help you!
Should you wish to contact the PTA, please email pottonlowerpta@live.co.uk
Have a lovely weekend.
Laura Knibbs
Chair of the PTA
.

Potton Middle School Prefects
At Friday’s celebration assembly last week, Mr Gomes presented to the school 10 students whom have been
selected as the Prefect Student Body.
The selection process was a long and very detailed process for the pupils. Firstly they were asked to write a
letter of application, and then teaching staff gave their opinion on pupils who have consistently demonstrated
good positive attitudes, great effort, consideration and attendance for the past years.
There were many possible candidate for these roles, but the pupils who have been selected are: Alex Robinson,
Alfie Worswick, George Allen, Ellis Lacey, Nathaniel Nunn, Lily-Anne Hoskins, Rachel Gibb, Ella MacDonald,
Bronwyn Plowman, Iona Barwell.
The Prefects are going to be the first point of contact between the student body and members of staff, they will
help and support in the running of activities, but they will also support in whole school events.
Congratulations to the Prefects and thank you for your continued hard work.

