Edition 6 – July 2017

Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to the last newsletter of this academic year, we certainly have no shortage of
articles for this final edition. This has been a very successful year for the Federation, we had
our Ofsted inspection at the start of this academic year at the middle school and we have
ended the year with fantastic results at both schools which exceed both local and national
standards. The details of our achievements can be found in Anna Adnitt’s section over the
page. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for their commitment to their
pupils, these outstanding results could not be achieved without their hard work and
dedication.
Can I take this opportunity to apologise to parents about communication this term. I am very aware that we have
not provided you with the information you needed for events such as Sports Days etc., this is an area that I am
keen for us to improve next academic year. Many of you have shared your frustrations with me over recent
weeks and I am fully prepared to accept the criticism, this is an area that needs much improvement across both
schools.
This week Anna Adnitt and I were invited to the unveiling of the new mosaic in the town
square. Mrs Topple and the Year 5 and 6 children have been working since January on
the top left hand section depicting the Four Manors. I am sure that they will be very keen
to show their parents. This is a wonderful project for them to have been involved in and
we thank The Story in Stone for allowing our children to participate.
As we finish this academic year it is always sad to see staff leave, however, for many of
them it is to take on new challenges, so we are obviously very pleased for them. Mr
Lawrence leaves (again!) and moves to become a Key Stage Leader at a primary school
in Luton. Mrs Dean leaves to take up her maternity leave and Ms Dunne assumes her responsibilities as
SENDCo from September. Sadly we also have to say goodbye to Ms Greenway, she has been instrumental in
challenging our gifted and talented in maths pupils over recent years. Sadly with our restricted school budget
we can no longer afford this intervention group. At the lower school we say goodbye to Mrs Criddle, Ms Fletcher
and Miss Brown. Mrs Topple is also leaving the lower school, however, she is moving more of her hours to the
middle school to teach Art, DT and ICT to KS3, how lucky they are! Mrs Bernal leaves Year 4, as a supply
teacher she stepped in to assist us when Mrs Heap left at such short notice and we are extremely grateful for
her commitment to her pupils. At the Middle School we are very pleased that Mrs Walker will be assuming
responsibility for all Humanities teaching across KS3 along with her Year 5 Class Teacher responsibilities.
It is always very exciting to welcome new staff to the schools, in September we are joined by Mrs Lorna Bingham
a very experienced Science teacher. Mrs Colette Rider an experienced teacher also joins the Year 5 team. At
the lower school we welcome another Miss Rachel Coppenhall, Mr Lewis Wimbleton and Mrs Clare Boston to
the teaching team, we wish them every success in their first year of teaching.
Finally I would like to say goodbye to Year 8, they have been a wonderful year group, not without their challenges
the staff would say, but the majority of them have been a credit to the school and their families. We wish them

every success at Upper School. In September we are looking forward to welcoming our Year 4’s into the middle
school, to those that are leaving Year 4 and going elsewhere for Primary/Middle School we send you off with
our best wishes for your futures.

Can I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support for both schools and wish you all a good
break, I hope you enjoy the time you will spend together as families across the summer.
Kindest regards,
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher

Letter from the Governing Body
Wow! What a year for the Potton Federation!
As we continue to work closer together as one team across the Lower and Middle schools, we can already see
how the children are benefiting from shared learning, resources and a single Senior Leadership Team. A huge
thank you to all of the parents, carers, teachers, all staff, and especially the children for their commitment and
support over the last 12 months. It has been amazing to witness the progress made by every child from
Reception through to Year 8 during this last academic year.
Children in every year group have excelled in their efforts and progress. The results of the statutory assessments
in Key Stages 1 and 2 prove how hard our children have been working. The summary tables below show how
Potton Federation’s results compare to the average of local authority (Central Bedfordshire):
Reception
Potton Federation
Central
Bedfordshire
‘A Good Level of
Development’

81%

72%

+9%

Central
Bedfordshire

Difference

82%

+10%

Central
Bedfordshire

Difference

94%

79%

+15%

92%

70%

+22%

89%

77%

+12%

Year 1
Potton Federation
Phonics Test Pass
Rate

92%

Year 2
Potton Federation
SATs Reading
(Expected or above)
SATs Writing
(Expected or above)
SATs Maths
(Expected or above)

Difference

Year 6
Potton Federation
SATs Reading
89%
(Expected or above)
SATs Grammar,
Punctuation and
84%
Spelling
SATs Writing*
76%
(Expected or above)
SATs Maths
77%
(Expected or above)
Expected in
Reading, Writing
70%
and Maths
*Externally moderated teacher assessment

Central
Bedfordshire

Difference

72%

+17%

Not published

N/A

74%

+2%

73%

+4%

58%

+12%

The improvement in results is a true reflection of the dedication of all parties, especially the teachers and
pupils. We look forward to continue our improvement journey next year, when everyone is going to keep
increasing the opportunities we give to our children both inside and outside the classroom.
Have a wonderful summer, enjoy the lie-ins and no packed lunches!
Anna Adnitt,
Chair of Governors – The Potton Federation

Letter from the Deputy Headteacher
This year has been such an exciting learning journey for children and staff alike. We have
enhanced our curriculum this year to ensure that there is consistency in our approach to
teaching and learning throughout both schools. This enables children to have a seamless
journey through their time with us that is both enriching and challenging at each stage. The
feedback that we have received so far from children, teachers and parents about our two
new curriculum packages - Cornerstones (Literacy and Foundation Subjects) and Collins
(Maths) - has been great. We will publish topics of study for next academic year on the
website at the start of the new school year.
Following the successful OFSTED inspection of the Middle School earlier in the year, I am pleased to report to
you that we have been able to address the issues raised about Science and Humanities by appointing a new
Head of Science, Mrs Lorna Bingham who joins us in September. Mrs Bingham is an experienced Science
teacher with a degree in Chemistry. She has worked for many years in Cambridgeshire and will bring her
expertise to the role and plans to inject practical experiments into the curriculum. We are also pleased to
announce that Mrs Jane Walker having recovered and now fully returned to her senior leadership role will be
leading and teaching Humanities at KS3 from September alongside working closely with Year 5 where she will
teach English and Maths. Mrs Walker is a Lead Practitioner and will bring rigour, pace and excellence to KS3
Humanities teaching. Mrs Colette Rider will join the Middle School as a Year 5 teacher and we are lucky to have
Sports Coaches Danny Cain and Gary Richardson working with us. Mr Cain will continue to deliver excellent
PE lessons at the Lower School and will also join the PE team alongside Mr Richardson at the Middle School to
enable us to widen our PE curriculum and extra-curricular offer. At the Lower School we are looking forward to

welcoming Mr Lewis Wimbleton who will be a Year 1 class teacher and Miss Rachel Coppenhall who will teach
Year 3.
We have worked hard on offering a range of opportunities for children to produce extended writing and are
pleased to have been externally moderated by the Local Authority who have checked our teacher assessments
and confirmed that our judgements are accurate. It is always great when we have the opportunity to have the
hard work by our staff and children officially ‘rubber stamped’! The Year 6 team were praised for the quality of
writing that they have enabled the children to produce this year. The Local Authority’s most senior moderator
said that we have the most ‘greater depth’ writing in a cohort that she has seen this year; we are very proud of
our Year 6s and their teachers. Next school year we will continue with our focus on extended writing across the
curriculum and will be embedding across both schools opportunities for creative writing in particular.

Laura Willcocks
Deputy Headteacher

News from the year groups

Reception
Hummingbirds – Miss Clarke
What an exciting and busy last half term the Hummingbirds have had!
The children have really enjoyed our last topic, ‘Who lives in a Rock pool?’ they
have particularly enjoyed our inside beach, making treasure maps and enjoying
learning about the different creatures that might live in rock pools. The children
loved reading ‘At the Beach’ by Ronald Harvey and writing their own postcards.
They came up with some fantastic ideas and wrote some excellent sentences.
We have been working really hard practising all the songs ready for Proms on the
Playground, which we hope all the parents enjoy just as much as we have enjoyed
learning the songs and actions.
In preparation for Year 1 the children have made visits to their new classroom, and their new teacher has come
to visit them in the Reception unit too. They are so excited about starting Year 1 in September!
We are so proud of what all the Reception children have achieved this year and we hope they have had an
amazing first year at school. Have a lovely summer holiday and we look forward to welcoming the children back
to school in September.
Well Done Hummingbirds!

Starlings – Mrs Sefton
The final term in Starlings class has been a hugely rewarding one. It is amazing to
think that just a short time ago the children were learning to recognise and form
individual letters and numbers, and now they are confidently writing sentences
and calculations!
They have all grown in confidence and ability, the class have enjoyed transition days
and getting to know their Year 1 class and teacher.
Their progress is a testament to their fantastic attitude to learning and the support received from parents and
families. Miss Veale and I are incredibly proud of them all and wish them all the best in Year 1.

Year 1
Robins – Miss Fordham
What a busy term it has been!
The children put in a fantastic effort in the phonics screening, with everyone giving it 100%. They have made us
very proud.
We had our trip to Shepreth Wildlife Park, where the children were impeccably behaved. They asked lots of
great questions and got the opportunity to handle some different creatures.
This term has certainly been a creative one, which the children have loved,
from practising for the Lion King to Proms in the Playground. The children
were amazing during all of these rehearsals and the result was FANTASTIC!
They should be so proud of themselves, we definitely are.
Throughout this term we have been getting ready for the move to Year 2
with transition day. The children all came back on a high and feeling very
excited about their new classes.
It has been a fantastic first term at Potton Lower - I thank Robins for all of their hard work and I wish them the
very best as they move into Year 2.

Puffins - Mrs Wright, Miss Fletcher and Mrs Lewis
We have come to the end of another year and it has really flown by! This hot weather is making us all long for
the beach!
What a busy year we have had in Puffins Class. We have been lucky to have had many special visitors and
exciting learning opportunities. We were very excited when our caterpillars recently arrived in school. The
children enjoyed watching them grow day by day and couldn’t wait for them to ‘metamorphize’ into butterflies.
We investigated what our school field was like for the caterpillars by shrinking ourselves and finding tasty leaves
and flowers to eat. We celebrated releasing them into the school field by eating butterfly cakes!
All the children have been so brave when trying new things and have all fully immersed themselves in all areas
of their learning. They should be very proud of themselves.
We strongly believe it is important that the children have an enjoyable, enriching time at school. Therefore this
year, we have held a number of concerts, trips and productions including the brilliant ‘Lion King’ show. What
amazing voices and dance moves our Year 1 children have! The children also visited Shepreth Wildlife Park,
where they enjoyed exploring the park and learning about different animals. They even thought of some very
insightful questions to ask the zookeeper.

Well done to all the children in Puffins Class for showing resilience, aspiration and passion in all of your learning
and for making all of your teachers proud.
This year a very high percentage of children have passed their phonics screening test. This is a truly
fantastic result and we are extremely proud of Year 1.
We would like to thank all the parents for your continued support and wish you a fun filled summer.

Year 2
Nightingales – Mr Hodgson
Wow! What a year we’ve had! There have been so many highlights, what to focus on in this newsletter?
Two weeks ago Nightingales amazed us with their captivating performances in the Lion King. The show was
such a success due to the passion and commitment the children showed throughout. I am so proud of their hard
work through all the practicing in the weeks beforehand and with the performances. They are my stars!
Despite the rain, all of Nightingales enjoyed their wonderful trip to Gulliver’s Land in Milton Keynes. This was
great opportunity to reinforce the learning completed throughout the dinosaur topic. The children particularly
enjoyed the interactive dinosaurs and the boat ride through the prehistoric world.
Tuesday 11th July saw our annual Potton Lower School Sports Day. Although the rain threatened to stop
proceedings, we were not deterred and carried on valiantly. The children thoroughly enjoyed the morning and
participated admirably in the wide variety of activities on offer. The children in Nightingales showed great
sportsmanship and encouragement to the other teams. There had to be one winner, and this year it was the
green team! Congratulations to them.
Looking back on my year, I have so enjoyed every teaching opportunity with your children. I wish them all the
very best for Year 3. I know they will embrace all the challenges ahead.

Kingfishers - Miss Coppenhall
Wow, what a term Kingfishers have had! They continue to
amaze us all with their dedication and maturity towards all tasks
and activities, and they have grown to become a very close
team. We were especially proud of how well they performed
during our Lion King performances. As they squeezed each
other’s hands for reassurance and smiled at each other to say
well done, I couldn’t have been more pleased with both their
attitude and enthusiasm. We loved painting and decorating our
very own African animal masks, and the children enjoyed
creating props for the performance. There has been so much
singing going on in the classroom with Proms in the Playground
fast approaching, however, they continue to sing ‘loud and
proud’ as one lovely parent described.
Alongside this, we have busily been practising for our Sports Day. All of the children are excited to try their best,
with all children having a favourite activity that they are keen to win. We had a lot of fun practising the egg and
spoon race with real boiled eggs. Even though they didn’t last very long, everyone laughed and smiled as they
tried to complete the race with a quarter of an egg left on their spoon!
In class, we have continued our ‘Space’ theme, and we have been writing application forms to become an
astronaut for the International Space Station with NASA. Having qualities such as ‘not being a fussy eater’
therefore not minding space food, and ‘running around the playground for at least an hour a day’ and therefore

having great fitness, I’m sure will be greatly appreciated. We certainly have many keen future astronauts in our
class.
There has been such a ‘buzz’ in our classroom, and I will certainly miss them all next year. It has been an
absolute pleasure to watch them grow over the course of this year, and I know that they will be model Year 3
pupils. Thank you for an utterly fabulous year, Kingfishers!

Year 3
Woodpeckers – Miss Bagnall
What a great year Woodpeckers have had!
The children have worked so hard throughout the year, really impressing myself, Mrs Boston and Mrs Fenton
with the progress that they have made.
We have started the Cornerstones Curriculum this year with our exciting topics, ‘Scrumdiddilyumptious,’ ‘Flow’
and ‘Predator!’ All these topics have enabled the children to get very hands on with their learning, as well as
producing some amazing home learning projects.
Earlier this year we started our ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ topic with a trip to Tesco Express where we learnt where
all our foods came from. All the children loved becoming culinary masterminds, creating their own smoothies
and bouncy eggs! Even making some poor teachers eat ‘creative’ sandwiches including fillings of raisins,
strawberry laces and ham combined, plus many more!
We have been lucky enough to also take trips out. We visited the Henry Smith Playing Fields where we explored
the park and brook and did some pond dipping, and more recently to Herrings Green Farm, where we got to
meet a wide range of animals and birds of prey. Our topic, ‘Predator!’, also gave the Woodpeckers the chance
to look after our class visitors, Frieda the hamster and Kevin the goldfish!
All the children have worked hard over the course of the year in all areas of their learning, completing many
independent ‘Big Writes’ which have really showed the progression in their writing. They have enjoyed joining
in with a range of dance and sports activities in PE, impressing Mr Cain with their improvements over the year.
Woodpeckers have had some great moments this year and all have worked so hard to make the progress they
deserve. I have had two fantastic terms teaching them and wish them all the best for their time in Year 4.

Merlins – Ms Curzon
I joined the marvellous Merlins in November and have had a busy but very enjoyable time teaching them.
I have seen amazing progress in Reading, Writing and Maths. The children work really hard in school and are
always interested in the topics we have covered. Since starting the Cornerstones curriculum we have enjoyed
finding out about foods in ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ and predators in our most recent topic.
The wonderful Christmas production was a highlight. It seems like years ago now, but they sang beautifully.
Their dressing up as a book character for book day was such fun and they all looked fantastic. I was so very
proud of them all when the RSPB came in for a day and filmed them learning about birds. I look forward to
seeing this on the RSPB website in the near future.

As I sit here remembering all they have done this year, I feel extremely privileged to have been able to be a part
of their lives for this short time. I will always have fond memories of this year and look forward to following their
progress as I move back to the middle school. Thank you for your support. We couldn’t have done all we have
done this year without the marvellous help and support from Mrs Willbond and Mrs Harris so I would like to
personally and publically thank them for all they have done for the children and for me this year.

Year 4
Penguins – Mr Adams
The Summer Term has been very busy for Penguins with regular visits to the middle school, Proms practice,
preparation for moving on as well as trying to fit in our subject coverage!
The Cornerstones topics have been a hit and since the ‘Potions’ topic, many children are now reading the Harry
Potter Series.
We moved onto ‘The Blue Abyss’ after half term and the enthusiasm from children has been excellent. Their
drive to learn has given them a depth of knowledge about the strange and unusual creatures found deep in the
ocean. Hopefully it hasn’t put them of off swimming in the sea!
As we near the end of the school year, we reach the point of transition and a time for reflection. The excitement
is noticeable and since their transition day, Penguins are more than ready for the next step in their learning
journey. I can honestly say that all the children have worked so hard this year and each of them should be proud
of how far they have come. I will be very sad to say goodbye and look forward to finding out about all of the new
learning experiences they have in middle school.
I hope you all have an amazing summer break – you deserve it!

Flamingos – Mrs Bernal
Flamingos have had a fantastic, and very busy, Summer Term!
We had a great time experimenting with potions and exploring ‘The Blue Abyss’ as part of our new Cornerstones
topic based curriculum. The enthusiasm the children demonstrated for the topics clearly reflected their
enjoyment and I was very impressed with the quality of the work the children produced, both in school and at
home.
In Maths we continued to work on calculation methods and have also been looking at fractions and decimals.
As we moved towards the end of the term we turned our attention forward to middle school. There were two
very successful move up days and the children have enjoyed assemblies, an author visit and regular Computing
lessons in the Middle School. All this ensures that the transition to Year 5 is going to be as smooth as possible.
I have really enjoyed my time working at Potton Lower School and it has been a pleasure getting to know the
children in Flamingo class. I am incredibly proud of the learning journey that they have been on this year and I
know they are going to rise to the new challenges that Year 5 provides.
I hope you all have a fantastic summer and a well-earned break.

Year 5
Hawks - Miss Carrington
Wow! Where has the year gone?
In our topic work this year we have explored the world through history, learnt about the Black Death, discovered
minibeasts, travelled in time, and explored space too! The children have put in an outstanding level of effort from
start to finish and this has been reflected both in their class work, and their enjoyment.
There have been many changes to English and Maths classes, but Hawks have taken this all in their stride and
definitely earned their week of trips at the beginning of June. It was really lovely to see Hawks relax and enjoy
spending time together as we explored the zoo, farm and Space Centre, and to see them test their balance on
the ice rink!
From dressing up for World Book Day and Roald Dahl Day, travelling through virtual reality, practising for Proms
in the Playground, exploring the nature garden, Sports Day, travelling forwards and backwards in time and even
writing our own websites, there have been so many exciting moments during Year 5, it is hard to pick a favourite.
However, the children’s topic projects have definitely been a highlight – from life-sized Tardis’s, Salvador Dali
cakes, mini-beast hotels, Black Death models, rucksack time machines to models of the solar system, Hawks
have excelled themselves every time and have shown a huge amount of understanding and enthusiasm for their
school work. We must again thank all the parents for their continued hard work and support of their topic projects.
It has been a pleasure to teach all of the children in Hawks this year; each of them must be commended on their
hard work, and I look forward to following their success as they move into Year 6!

Swans – Miss Criddle
My Maths and English group (known to the children as ‘Swans’) have had a good year together. We have
covered a wide range of topics including the basics of multiplication and division, through to fractions and
decimals. The highlight was two weeks of practical activities centred on volume and measure.
The children enjoyed measuring a variety of things from the school playground and corridors to small boxes and
containers. They also completed some investigations into volume, some of which got very wet as they
discovered how many marbles or rocks it took to displace a measure of water. They also enjoyed making (and
eating) moon-rock cakes – part of our investigation into measuring mass.
I hope you enjoy your summer break!

Blue Jays – Mr Lawrence
As Year 5 draws to an end, it gives us time to reflect on some of the events and great work that the children
have taken part in. We have learnt about historical topics such as ‘The Black Death’ and ‘Time Travellers’, and
Science themed topics such as ‘Beast Creator’ and ‘Stargazers’. The children have loved these topics and put
100% effort into every one of the lessons.
Their behaviour, creativity and willingness to learn throughout this year has really shown what this year group is
made of and as such, they have produced excellent work, both in and out of the classroom.
Most recently, the children have completed their ‘Stargazers’ topic, where we were able to solve science
investigations, research information on the solar system, and resolve popular misconceptions that the children
had. It was great to see the children throw themselves into this topic, wanting to learn about their wider
environment, along with looking at how space exploration has helped shape the world we live in today. This
topic also led the children to the National Space Centre during their trips week, learning about the history of
space exploration, completing a rocket making challenge, and viewing what can only be described as a
spectacular planetarium show. It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to cement their understanding of

what they had learnt in class during their topic lessons and a trip that I think the children will take lots of memories
and information from.
I can honestly say that it has been a pleasure to teach Blue Jays this year and they really are a wonderful
class of young people. A commitment to improve their own understanding and ability has been key in their
performance this year and a lot of this starts from the expectations set at home. You have not let yourselves
down! With the unbelievable support given from all the parents in both positive and sometimes challenging
circumstances, you have all made the job so much easier and therefore, given your child a better experience
in school. I have no doubt that this will continue through Potton Middle School and on a personal note, I really
do wish all of you the best going forward.
Thank you for your support and well done to each and every member of Blue Jays class. You have excelled
yourselves as Year 5 pupils.

Year 6
Eagles – Mr Brooks
I love writing these blurbs for the termly newsletter, but this one … this
one I have been dreading.
It seems like only a few weeks ago that I was meeting the children for
the first time, passionately uttering an unequivocal promise to give
everything I had and guide them through the most important year of
their education. It didn’t take long to recognise that sat in front of me
was a group of children full of promise and boundless potential, a class
that quickly grasped my expectations and hopes for the year.
I have had the joy of witnessing and sharing an unfathomable number of achievements and successes with 6
Eagles. From regular attendance awards and outstanding topic projects, to the resilience, grit and determination
demonstrated by the children in the build-up to SATs, I can only congratulate them all for their efforts in what
has been a truly remarkable year.
That said, what stands out most of all is the way in which the children have managed to fill me with pride each
and every day. At the start of the year, I asked them for three simple things: to trust in me, to give 100% in all
situations and to embrace the demands of the year ahead. They have, without question, risen to the challenge
and it has been an absolute pleasure to call them “my class”. Together, they have a unique way of bringing a
smile to my face and I am eternally grateful to each and every one of them for making my first year at Potton
one to cherish.
All that can be said now is: “Eagles, continue to soar and reach the greatest of heights each and every day”.
While they have so much to look forward to next year, I wish them all a well-earned, relaxing and enjoyable
Summer break.

Owls – Miss Henson
Owls have had a fantastic year, going from strength to strength with each passing term! I am so proud of how
they have grown and progressed this year. Some of them made up my very first class and it has been a pleasure
to teach them again in Year 6. They have produced some amazing Topic homework’s this term and have learned
about Mexico, including making and tasting hot chocolate!
I have been incredibly impressed with how Owls coped with SAT’s this term and even more impressed with their
results: they worked so diligently and should be full of pride with how they have performed.
I wish the children well in their new classes and schools.

Falcons – Mr Wilkinson
What a year! It seems like only yesterday that Falcons came together as a team, when we were learning about
Tommo’s first day at school in Private Peaceful and writing newspaper articles about mysterious flying machines.
We have covered a wide variety of learning in our Topic lessons since then. From the trenches of the First World
War, conditions got even worse as we entered the Frozen Kingdom. In the spring not only did the weather in
Potton improve, but our Topic warmed up as we ‘entered’ Mexico! This was my favourite part of the year,
because not only were the SATs behind us, but every day seemed to bring a sweet and spicy Mexican treat.
The Topic lessons were not only interesting and fun (and tasty), but they also provided the inspiration for some
fantastic Big Writes. Some of the recent stories on the Mexican Day of the Dead were mind-blowing! The detail
in the descriptive writing on a wintry scene was so vivid I got chills!
Year 6 is a demanding year, and Falcons met those demands head on. It was not just the Big Writes that the
children put their heart and soul into but also the preparation for the SATs. In lessons, at home, in revision
sessions, in intervention sessions, in mock tests and in the SATs themselves: Falcons worked incredibly hard.
Every single child should be proud of their work this year.
In school, Falcons were very successful, winning many certificates, including several attendance awards. We
could also claim the winner and runner up in the story writing competition for Key Stage 2. There have also been
numerous successes for Falcons throughout the year outside of school: in ice skating, tap and modern dance,
golf, running, karate, horse riding, long jump, football, swimming, Scouts and Guides…and I’m sure many more!

Year 7
Crows – Mr Bick
As the end of the school year approaches, I have been encouraging Crows class to reflect and look back on the
progress that they have made since September. It really has been a pleasure to watch the children in Crows
class develop over the course of the year – both academically and as confident, kind young people.
One of the best things about my role as Crows’ form tutor this year has been learning about the varied and
eclectic interests of the children through our conversations in morning and afternoon form time: if I ever appear
on Mastermind, it’s going to be difficult choosing between ‘Pokemon Go!’, Watford Football Club and sausage
dogs as my specialist subject! In recent weeks, everyone in the class has presented to the rest of the group on
a topic of their choosing, and I was really impressed with the amount of effort that went into each presentation.
As well as being a fantastic form group, Crows have been a delight to teach this year in English. From William
Blake to persuasive writing, the class have always approached their work with creativity and enthusiasm, and I
have enjoyed watching them progress. Whilst the groupings will be slightly different next year, I’m really looking
forward to teaching everyone in what I’m sure will be a successful Year 8.
Have a lovely summer!

Cardinals – Mr Gomes
This academic year has been a fantastic year for Cardinals! All of the children have been amazing and have
been working hard to win the weekly attendance award - we have always come first or second. Their attendance,
commitment and unity is something remarkable. It has been an absolute pleasure to teach them and I have
really enjoyed being their form tutor.

All pupils have made good progress this year and they have a positive attitude towards school life, both in
curricular and extracurricular activities.
A word of praise to Max Neville and Erin Bate for being our class School Councillors and for being our class
voice on various issues within school. They have been excellent this year.
I would also like to express how proud I am of Xing Yu Chen who joined Cardinals in January following a move
from China. Although she faced various issues including not being able to speak the language, in such a short
period of time she has made friends, she is developing her understanding and is really starting to be able to
communicate. It has been lovely to see her making such great progress.
Also, what an amazing class of children Cardinals have been welcoming Xing Yu and engaging with her and
creating a friendly and familiar environment. I’m very proud of them all, and I wish you every success as you
move into Year 8 and I look forward to continuing to teaching you next year.

Year 8
Ravens - Mr Ballard and Mr James
As we come to the end of the Raven’s time at Potton Middle School, both Mr James and Mr Ballard have really
enjoyed their time with the group. It has been exciting to see them grow in maturity and the children have showed
their talents in the classroom, on the sports field as well as in the arts.
Lots of the group have been really helpful members of the School Council and Ms Henson has been grateful for
their support. Many of the same children have also shown great responsibility, helping with duties in and around
the school.
It has been a pleasure to be with the group and Mr James and Mr Ballard wish all the Ravens the best of luck
whatever their destination next year.

Swifts – Mr Griffiths
Where has the year gone?!
It only seems five minutes since I was welcoming the new Swifts
into Year 8, giving out new timetables and expectations with
being the oldest pupils in the school, and now they will soon be
living us for the next exciting adventure of their education.
We have had a fantastic year. Highlights that have stood out for
me are World Book Day; our Christmas visit from Santa; and of
course our trip to France.
We have had the most attendance certificates of any class and that shows the pupils’
dedication to their learning. I will miss each and every one of you and hope that you will
all reach the potential that you have shown in your time here.
I hope in the coming years you will remember your time with us with fondness and if
possible come back and visit.
Thanks for everything

Year 4 Leavers – by Cathy Smart
It is with much sadness that I see our cohort leave Year 4 this year.
When I joined Potton Lower School as Headteacher they joined at the same time and I spent a lot of time in their
Reception classes learning all their names and getting to know them. Over the last five years I have watched
them mature and develop their individual personalities. Friendships have changed but as a cohort they get on
very well together, of course there have been a few issues with behaviour but these have been minimal. Across
their time at the lower school they have represented the school well at events and fixtures and they have always
been such good ambassadors for the school.
I am delighted that so many of them are moving across to the Middle School, I look forward to welcoming them
there in September.

Year 8 Leavers – by Jose Gomes
Firstly, I would like to congratulate all the Year 8 pupils for their time and achievements during the four years
they have spent with us at Potton Middle School. For the last two years, being their head of Key Stage has been
an interesting and rewarding experience. From moments where behaviour could have been better, to proud
moments when pupils from the year group have surprised themselves in the best way possible by going beyond
their own expectations, both within and outside their lessons.
We have shared really fun moments together, building memories that we will keep forever. One of the most
pleasing things for me has been that, when there have been bumps in the road, children have learned from their
mistakes and moved on.
Year 8, I hope that all of your middle school experiences have helped you to mature and learn, and that while
pursuing new challenges and achievements at your new school, they can guide you in the best way possible. I
also really hope that you have built friendships and relationships that you can maintain for the rest of your life.
Some of my favourite memories with this year group include our recent trip to France; our sports days; our trip
to the Frontier Centre, and this week’s visit to Box End Aqua Park. They are a year group that I will always
remember; I will always cherish my pupils and I wish them all the best in future. I really hope you can all achieve
your dreams.
Thank you all for the time and respect given throughout the years.

School Values – Mr Hodgson
This half-term has seen another successful term celebrating our school values. Across this half-term children
have been working hard to show the values of Courage and Honesty.
There have been some great acts of courage throughout our school. The first that comes to mind is the Key
Stage 1 Lion King performance. It takes a tremendous amount of courage to perform in front of a live audience.
For some pupils this may have been their first time performing. Many pupils have also been showing this value
on their school trips across the Summer Term. On the school trip numerous children have been exploring new

learning opportunities. Another opportunity that comes to mind is the Year 4 moving on assembly, where they
are going to be transitioning into other schools. This can be an unfamiliar experience to some pupils however,
the Year 4 pupils are taking it in their strides.
For July our value was Honesty. We have not had too long to learn and show this value. However, the children
have been exploring this value in their classrooms.
It has been another fun filled half-term and I am looking forward to the next term where we will be exploring
Respect, Patience, Thoughtfulness and Caring.
I wish all the pupils a wonderful Summer Holiday and I encourage pupils to continue showing their values within
the community.

The Potton Federation School Councils
Potton Lower School – Mrs Darlow
Well what a year it has been for the councillors of Potton Lower!
We kicked started the year by being thrown into some charity work straight away and organising a coffee
afternoon for MacMillan nurses. This was then closely followed by our sponsored Zumbathon in aid of Children
in Need, a playground disco and inside out back to front day, and selling Red Noses for Comic Relief. Phew! No
wonder this school year has flown by!
The School Councillors have had a record breaking year for the amount of money they have raised and have all
represented the school amazingly well, they have come together fortnightly and although at times their
accomplishments are only little; they do go a long way into making our school run more smoothly and for getting
“their” voice heard.
Well done School Councillors I’m very proud of what you have achieved this year.

Potton Middle School Council – Miss Henson
The School Council have been busy this term raising monies for the school. This year they have been tasked
with raising £1500.00 towards the cost of the coaches for the school annual trip to the pantomime at Milton
Keynes Theatre.
They have been busy organising and running a very successful whole school disco, they have chosen new
equipment for the school from the Sainsbury’s Active Kids voucher scheme and sold ice-creams and drinks at
Sports Day.
They are planning more activities for the Autumn Term to help increase our money pot!

School Residential Trips
Year 6 – Condover Hall
“Children learn and grow in a holistic way - their intellectual, social, emotional and physical learning is interwoven
across all experiences, in and out of the classroom.”
As we approached the stunning 16th Century Elizabethan Manor House, overlooked by a radiant courtyard
bursting with bird-shaped bushes and stunning flower arrangements, a gaggle of excitable group leaders
awaited with beaming smiles outside Condover Hall. With only a few moments to drop off our bags and absorb
the stunning surroundings we would call home for the next week, we were already into our first activity.
The manner in which we arrived and jumped (literally in some cases) into our first activity was an insight into
what could be expected for week ahead. There were not many moments to catch a breath!
Each morning was met with a regimented dorm room check and a nourishing breakfast. Filled with anticipation,
enthusiasm and scrambled eggs, we were outside by 9am ready for the challenges and excitement that the day
had promised.

Given the opportunity to escape the ordinary, adventure awaited the children with open arms. Archery, fencing,
trapeze, climbing, raft building, abseiling and canoeing were but a handful of activities the children participated
in during a chock-a-block week. Needless to say, they all fully embraced the many practical challenges that were
placed before them.

It is difficult to put into words how heart-warming it is for a teacher to see their students face their fears, conquer
inhibitions and push through boundaries. We have seen this happen all year in the classroom, but we had the
privilege of witnessing another side of our students in an entirely new environment. In a week filled with
adventure, bravery, tenacity and too many laughs to recall, I am certain the children collected memories that will
stay with them for a lifetime.
I know I speak on behalf of all the staff when I say that it was our absolute pleasure spending the week away
with the children - they were without question a pleasure to be with and an asset to our school.
Our trip to Condover Hall was a perfect way to draw to a close a highly rewarding and successful year. I can
only thank the parents and children for such a wonderful week and look forward to organising next year’s trip!

Year 7 & 8 French Trip – Mr Griffiths and Mr Ballard
On Monday the 3rd of July the Year 7 and 8 students were accompanied by Mrs Inkersole, Mrs Monaghan, Mr
Reynolds, Ms Curzon, Mr Ball and ourselves on our annual trip to the Normandy region of France.
It was a very long journey with an early start but still an exciting event for the pupils. We arrived at the Chateau
du Perron in the early evening all really excited and looking forward to a great experience, starting with a
delicious evening meal.
On Tuesday morning we enjoyed a hearty continental
breakfast which set us up for our first destination, the
Batterie de Loungues Sur Mer, to visit the German
guns left on the coast. This was a great experience
for pupils seeing the camouflage of the bunkers,
where the soldiers slept, where they kept their
ammunition and the distance from the guns to the
sea. We then had a lovely picnic on the fields near
the batteries.
Our next stop was the coastal resort of Arromanches
where we visited the 360° cinema; we watched a film that tracked the progress of the war and the landing of the
Allies in the D-Day landings of Northern France. From the cinema we hit the shops near the beach, we gave the
pupils the chance to interact with local merchants, buying ice creams, souvenirs and ‘jerry cans’, applying their
French in the right environment.
On Wednesday we went to the town of Bayeux. Again we had the perfect opportunity to practice our French
language skills in a French market setting. After that we went to see one of the highlights of the tour: the Bayeux
Tapestry. All the pupils listened in awe to their audio guide, mesmerised by the ancient piece of artwork before
us. We then went to the Cathedral to discover more facts about this interesting town. In the afternoon we visited
the British cemetery where thousands of soldiers found their resting place. The faces of the pupils and staff
really showed the intense emotion that was present in this location. You have probably read some of the war
poetry that the pupils wrote during our visit. Some very emotional pieces. After this we needed some light relief
so off to the bowling alley we went!
On Thursday we drove towards Le Souterroscope des
Ardoisieres, a set of caves where the pupils learned
about geology, geography and also the water cycle,
understanding that the water travels underground in
between rocks and that they find their way to
underground lakes. Pupils loved to see the underground
caves and the lakes but also learned the impact cold,
heat and water have on rocks and the formation of
crystals and other elements. In the afternoon we visited
the Chateau de Crevecoeur. Pupils experienced how life
was many years ago in the settlements and the
differences between the nobles and the peasants. Pupils
had the chance to enjoy a lovely packed lunch prepared
by the Chateau (ham and tomato baguette anyone?) After that we went to the hypermarket to look at the
differences between French and English food items. We seemed to spend most of our money on French sweets
and other souvenirs.
On Friday it was time to say goodbye to France, however, we managed one last trip to the pretty port of Honfleur.
After some very tasty ice creams we started our long journey back to the UK. It was great to see all parents and

family waiting for us as we arrived. Pupils and staff had an absolutely great time, it was by far the most worthwhile
trip I have accompanied.
A very big thank you to all pupils for giving the staff such a wonderful time. It has an absolute pleasure to be
with them, they were praised by the staff at the Chateau but also by the driver who described them as the best
group he had worked with that week.

Day Trips
Science and Maths MAT Trip – Wrest Park

We were very pleased to take a group of 50 children from Years 3 to 6 to Wrest Park in Silsoe on Monday 12th
June. These children were selected by teachers across the federation, to have consistently shown outstanding
effort and achievement in Science and Maths across the course of the year.
Our day was led by the English Heritage education team and gave the children an opportunity to apply their
skills in these subjects through practical field work. Activities included a tour from the gardening team, tree
identification skills, measuring and estimation skills, they had the opportunity to make and keep biodegradable
plant pots and explore the vast and beautiful house and grounds.
The children were commended by the Staff of Wrest Park on their excellent manners and participation on the
day. An excellent day was had by all, well done to all those who attended.

Reception Trip - Woburn Safari Park.
On Thursday 11th May all of the Reception children, staff and helpers visited Woburn
Safari Park to enhance our topic 'Are All Beasts Mini?'
Our day began by having an hour-long tour of the drive through Safari with our tour guide
Emma, who kept us all informed throughout. The animals were all very active in their
enclosures so there was plenty to see for everyone.
We enjoyed our session in the education centre where the children got to feel many
different animal hides, learn about camouflage and meet Luigi The Bearded Dragon.
We all enjoyed our packed lunches together in the barn, with a couple of stray chickens
pecking away at any dropped sandwiches! During the afternoon the children walked
around the foot Safari in their groups and were able to walk among the wallabies, monkeys
and lemurs.
The bus journey home provided the ideal opportunity for at least half the children to have
a nap... A good sign that it had been a wonderful day!
Thank you to all our helpers. The children made us all incredibly proud.

Year 1 Trip – Shepreth Park
Year 1 had a fantastic time at Shepreth Wildlife Park!
We had the opportunity to handle stick insects and a snake – even
though many of us were a little nervous, we tried very hard to be
brave. We saw so many different animals from meerkats to tigers.
The favourite part of the trip for many was having the opportunity to
walk through a bat cave and see the Egyptian Bats. We were
fascinated by how the bats hang upside down and how they eat. It
was really dark in there!
We asked lots of questions to the Zoo Keeper about the Birds of Prey and found out all about what they do at
the park to look after them.

Year 2 Trip - Gulliver’s Dinosaur Park and Farm
We all had a wonderful time at Gulliver’s Dinosaur Park on
Tuesday 6th June. Despite the wet and dreary weather we all
had so much fun and enjoyed exploring all of the dinosaur
facts and features.
Slime making was a firm favourite, and the dinosaur
chocolate egg nests did not last long at all! We spent time
digging for fossils and travelled by boat around the prehistoric themed lake hearing the roar of the T-Rex as we
floated by.
We had great fun being extended up high over the park and then being rotated 360 degrees so that we had full
view of all of the land and dinosaurs from up high. We also interacted with 32 life-like animatronic dinosaurs.

Even though it rained for most of the day, the sun shone for the last hour, and we were able to visit the farm.
The animals came out of hiding and we were able to see rabbits, birds, guinea pigs, horses, goats and lambs
among others.
The children demonstrated exemplary behaviour, and the members of staff at the park commented on how polite
and caring they were. We are very proud of you Year 2!

Year 3 Trip – Herrings Green Farm
On Tuesday 20th June Year 3 went on their trip to Herrings Green Farm. Tying in with
our topic, ‘Predator’ we were all very excited to see the different birds of prey and other
animals we would meet.
We started our day saying hello to some guinea pigs including one by the name of Ed
Sheeran! We even got to meet and pet giant rabbits and learn about their needs.
The children were all extremely lucky to get to hold some different species of birds of
prey on their arms. We learnt that the colour of an owls’ eyes can tell you what time of
day it hunts at. Following on from meeting different birds of prey we then got to see
them in flight as they completed a flying display and we got the exciting opportunity to
fly Peanut the Barn Owl!
The day ended with being introduced to some exotic animals including skunks,
tarantulas and giant tortoises.
A great (and extremely hot!) day was had by all and the children behaved impeccably in the heat.
We were all very lucky to see and even meet some animals that we had not come across before, learning lots
of new facts to take back to school with us.

Year 4 Trip – Whipsnade Zoo
On Monday 26th July, Year 4 went to Whipsnade Zoo for their end of year trip.
As well as being an exciting trip to see animals native to countries around the world, the purpose behind the trip
was to understand classification of animals and to record data through careful observations.
With a number of staff and volunteers, children could explore the zoo in small groups; getting the opportunity to
see a variety of animals. As part of their trip experience, all children spent time with the zoo staff and their family
of giraffes. We observed giraffe behaviour, creating bar graphs to show their data. The children also learnt how
to identify each of the giraffes in the zoo.
With the trip enjoyed by all we then began to discuss the pros and cons of zoos back in the classroom with all
children getting to share their thoughts and listen to others opinions.
The children represented the school perfectly on our trip and it was a pleasure to spend the day in their company.

Year 5 Trip Week
After a successful year at Potton Middle, Year 5 excelled themselves on their trip week!
We started the week with a trip to Wimpole Farm, the children were able to view the whole grounds of Wimpole,
whilst being able to learn a lot about the history of the house and how it used to function. This was an eye opener
for some of the children as they were able to see the inner workings of a farm and stately home.
On Tuesday the children visited Whipsnade Zoo where they were able to see the vast array of animals that the
zoo has to offer, working in groups to find facts about each one of them. The behaviour was exceptional
throughout and the zoo staff commented on the effort the children were putting in.
We arrived in Leicester at the National Space Centre on Wednesday. The children were able to participate in a
rocket challenge along with a brilliant planetarium show, which had both the adults and children in awe. It was
amazing to see the engagement of the children and the questions they had the opportunities to ask. The children
were talking about this all the way home and they have certainly used the experience to improve their own
knowledge of space and time.
For our last external trip on Thursday, we took an energised Year 5 cohort to Milton Keynes where they spent
the morning running around Play360. With 3 levels of soft play and a number of different activities, including
bumper cars and a racetrack, the children were a credit to themselves as they navigated through other visitors
and younger children. It has to be said that the adults also enjoyed the time there, spending some time with the
children in the play areas and participating in a number of ‘non-competitive’ races. We then headed off to Ice
Skating in the afternoon where all the children had a go on the ice. From children who were very confident, to
children who were initially worried, ALL of the children gained something in terms of confidence during this trip
and worked well to help each other out.
With team building, beatboxing and a range of workshops filling up the Friday, I really do hope the children had
a great time and made memories that they will keep for a long time. Their behaviour was beyond amazing, their
effort was unrivalled, and their teamwork was second to none. Well done Year 5!
Thank you for all the support from the parents throughout the trip week! You have all made the running of it so
much easier.
Many Thanks,
Mr Lawrence

Key Stage 3 Art

This half term the Year 8’s have been looking at Street Art, its meaning and answering the question, ’What’s the
difference between art and vandalism?’ The children were given kind permission to transform the bike shed
area into a bright and functional space.

Year 7’s have been printing and looking at Art Nouveau. They enjoyed using silk screen prints to produce many
images of their designs.

Fanfare – Mr Leigh
This year has been another phenomenally successful year for our school with regards to the nationally acclaimed
Fanfare competition, run by The Royal Opera House. This prestigious competition has been running since 2010,
and we have enjoyed winning entries in every year, but one. With some pride, we can say that we are the most
successful school in the country and, over the last eight years, nineteen of our pupils have been very excited to
find that they have won.
Each year sees many hundreds of entries from across the UK – all vying to have their music chosen as one of
the ten winning entries – and each year, our pupils enter their fanfare compositions and we win again! We are
very proud to announce that this year we enjoyed two of the winning ten fanfares. Our winners were all from
Year 7, although we also had a few highly commended entries from Year 8.
The winners were:
Frankie Wallis and Oscar Dowling with ‘Magical Flowaffles’
Lauren Tucker and Alarna Phillips with ‘Fanfare!’
The prize is something that is both unique and rare – the winning
pupils were whisked to London to work with a composer and
some of the musicians from the Opera House Orchestra and
they spent a very enjoyable day in a composition workshop,
improving and developing their ideas so that their fanfare could
be prepared for a later performance by the full orchestra.
A month or so later, they again visited the Royal Opera House
and enjoyed a private recording session with the full orchestra,
directed by the world-famous conductor Antonio Pappano. This
is indeed a very rare prize – to hear your music performed by
one of the most respected and talented orchestras in the world
is something that very few people get to experience.

Finally, in September, our pupils will visit the Royal Opera House once more. They will receive a high-quality
recording of the fanfares and will also be given tickets to see the ballet ‘Alice in Wonderland’. There will be a
small awards ceremony for the winners and they will hear their music played for the first time through the
loudspeakers of the Royal Opera House – calling the audience to their seats. Their music will be played again
and again throughout the entire year and hundreds of thousands of visitors to the Royal Opera House will get to
hear and enjoy their winning fanfares.
In September, Year 7 will start frantically composing ideas for their fanfares for the 2018 competition. Year 8 will
also be able to enter, but will need to attend the after-school club that we will run – details to follow soon.

Able Writers – Mr Bick
On Thursday 22nd June, the Middle School hosted what we hope will be the first of many successful workshop
days for able writers from across the Central Bedfordshire region.
Year 3 and 4 children from a range of local schools – including 8 from our own Lower School – enjoyed a day
of creativity and fun with author Harry Oulton, and left with their heads full of ideas for poems and stories!
Working with the organisation Authors Abroad, we hope to provide similar opportunities for able writers in
other year groups over the course of the next academic year.

Attendance

An excellent effort from everyone! It is fantastic to see such high averages across the whole of the Federation
throughout this academic year. Each year group have exceeded their school target - 97% for Potton Lower

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage
Key Stage 3: Cardinals

96.27%

Upper Key Stage 2: Eagles

97.46%

Lower Key Stage 2: Flamingos

97.25%

Key Stage 1: Kingfishers
95.50%

97.78%
96.00%

96.50%

97.00%

Attendance

School and 96% for Potton Middle School.
Well done everyone.

Balloon Release – NSPCC Fundraiser
Due to the wonderful support we have had for our NSPCC fundraiser,
we now have the challenge to inflate approximately 1500 balloons!
As this is such a great amount, we are looking for additional adult help
on Friday 8th September from after school morning drop-off until
2:30pm. If any parents/carers could spare anytime during these hours
to help, please contact Mr Hodgson.
Thank you!!
Email: thodgson@pottonfederation.co.uk

97.50%

98.00%

