July 2018 - 6

Dear Parents and Carers
As I write, the Summer Term is coming to a close with all the exciting events and trips that
take place when the sun shines. It is lovely to see the children so excited about their activities
and the creativity and confidence which follows in their work when they return.
What a wonderful we had yesterday at the Proms with our PLS children and Years 5 and 6
from the middle school. We are so proud of our Year 4s as they leave the Lower School and
move onto the Middle School. Their leaver’s assembly is always an emotional event as we
celebrate their personal growth in their time here.
As we say goodbye to our Year 8 children and any other children leaving across the schools, we wish them
every success for the future and we hope that they’ll keep in touch and let us know how they are getting on.
We are preparing to welcome the next intake of pupils into Reception in September and have seen an increase
in pupil numbers in all year groups from age 4 to 13 years. If you are interested in sending any other siblings to
Potton Lower or Middle Schools, please do come and visit us. Our Lower School Open Day is Friday 23rd
November 2018 9am-11am and our Middle School Open Evening is 13th November from 7pm with an Open
Day the following morning 14th November, 9am-11am. If you would like to arrange a tour at any other time,
please contact either school office.
We await our 2017/18 academic results, but know that we have prepared our children in the best possible way
for the statutory tests. We are fiercely proud of our track record in continuing to help all our pupils achieve
significantly above the local and national average. More details can be found online.
You may be aware that Sandy schools have changed their age ranges to suit the primary / secondary system,
whilst Biggleswade schools remain committed to maintain Lower, Middle and Upper Schools. Here in Potton,
we continue to work closely with all local school clusters. The Headteachers and Chairs of Governors meet on
a regular basis to ensure transparency and a good working relationship. This also ensures that the transition for
all children, whichever school they go to after Potton Federation, is as smooth as possible. Myself and the
Governing Body are committed to offering the highest level of education for all of the children from Reception
through to the end of Year 8 and our focus remains on ensuring that ‘every child can’ at Potton Federation and
continuing to develop both schools for the local community.
Wishing you a happy summer holiday,
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher

A message from The Potton Federation Body of Governors
A huge thank you to all of the parents/carers, teachers and especially the children for their hard work over the
last 12 months. It is a busy term for the children and staff alike. However, with sports days, school trips,
residential visits, proms in the playground, the Key Stage 1 performance and many more events, it is also a very
enjoyable one and with plenty of opportunities for you to come into school.
As a Governing Body we are committed to offering the highest level of education for all of the children in Potton
and the surrounding area from Reception through to the end of Year 8 and our focus remains ensuring that
'every child can' at Potton Federation and continuing to develop both schools for the local community. We are
pleased that this is demonstrated in our Ofsted reports. We have had 6 years of continued success throughout
the schools and this has been reflected in an increase in pupil numbers, with some year groups reaching
capacity. Indeed, if we look at detailed feedback from the Upper Schools, we know that children who leave the
Potton Federation are amongst their highest performers at GCSE and A Level. We can be sure that we prepare
our children well for the next stage of their education.
We use the Summer term to reflect on the past year through the Federation and start planning and agreeing
changes to the schools that may ensure greater progress for all children is achieved through an enjoyment of
learning and going to school. This is established through our Full Governing Body meeting and also meetings
of our committees.
Helen Cox and Vicky Phillips have moved on from being Governors during this academic year. They had both
been on the Governing Body for a number of years and I would like to thank them for all of the commitment and
dedication they have shown whilst Governors at the Potton Federation.
We are lucky to have had a very active PTA at the Lower School who organise amazing events throughout the
year including the discos that the children enjoy so much. Sadly, their numbers have dwindled dramatically,
resulting in it being impossible for the annual School Fete, which is a huge fundraiser for the school to take
place,. They urgently need new faces to ensure the amazing events are maintained. If you are interested in
finding more about the PTA, please contact them on pottonlowerpta@live.co.uk
If wish to make any comments, feel free to contact me at my email address: chair@pottonfederation.co.uk
Have a wonderful summer holiday - enjoy the lie in’s and no packed lunches!
Warm wishes

Anna Adnitt, Chair of Governors

News from Classes
Starlings - Miss Coppenhall
Starlings have had an incredible year this year! It has been such a joy to share their first
year of school with them, and they have exceeded every goal set. They are such a kind
and caring group of children, and they have been a pleasure to teach.
They have made brilliant progress, from starting by trying to write their name, to now
writing their own stories. In September we worked on counting to 5, and we can now order
our numbers to 20 and beyond, and we can write addition and subtraction sums
independently. We have enjoyed painting, building and working outside.

We have developed our PE skills, and we cannot wait to show off our
talents during Sports Day.
When talking to the children, they could name so many highlights. One
of the most popular highlights was going on our school trip, and this
was a wonderful day. This year, we absolutely loved going on ‘safari’
and being soaked by the fire brigade! Another highlight was being able
to play in the snow, quite a contrast to the recent weather we have been
enjoying. We successfully completed our first school performance at
Christmas, and we have been busily singing in preparation for ‘The
Proms’ too. I expect to see many Starling’s children on the West End
stage in the future as they are stars.
Their personalities have grown and developed, and they are such dedicated and enthusiastic learners. They
have flourished this year, and they have become very independent. All of the children are certainly ready for the
challenges of Year One, and I know that they will continue to develop their love of learning.
I’m so proud of every single child, and I cannot wait to see their continued success next year.
Well done Superstar Starlings!

Hummingbirds – Miss Clarke
What an exciting and busy last half term the Hummingbirds have had! The children have really enjoyed our last
topic ‘Are we there yet?’, they have particularly enjoyed the visit from Potton Fire Service and our water fight
with the firefighters. The children loved reading ‘The Great Balloon Hullaballoo’ by Peter Bently and writing their
own postcards, they came up with some fantastic ideas and sentences.
We have been working really hard practicing all the songs ready for our proms
on the playground, which we hope all the parents enjoy as much as we have
enjoyed learning the songs and actions. In preparation for Year 1 the children
have made visits to their Year 1 classroom, and had their teacher for
September come down and spend time with them in the Reception unit. They
are so excited about starting Year 1 in September.
The whole team in Reception are so proud of Hummingbirds achievements
this year, lots of children came to school not being able to write or count and
now we are seeing fantastic imaginative stories and addition and subtraction
number sentences. Have a lovely summer holiday and we look forward to
welcoming the children back to school in September.
Well Done Hummingbirds!

Foundation Trip – Shepreth Wildlife Park
All of the Foundation children had a wonderful time at Shepreth Wildlife Park. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day,
and all of the children behaved impeccably.
We were extremely fortunate during our visit to be able to handle nocturnal animals, and we loved our up close
and personal contact with the bats. This trip brought the children’s school based learning to life, and they could
name so many animals and recall lots of facts. The highlight of our trip was watching the tiger prowl from the top
observation deck.

The children were extremely excited to see the big cat up close as we have
learned lots about various big cats. We also enjoyed watching the meerkats
interact with each other. We ate lunch together on picnic benches in the
sunshine, and everything ran smoothly and to plan.

A big thank you to all of the staff and parent helpers who volunteered their time for the trip. We couldn’t have
had such a wonderful day without you all!

Year 1

Robins – Miss Fordham
Wow, what a year we’ve had in Robins! It has been a real pleasure to watch
them all grow and develop into such confident individuals.
This year Robins have shown engagement with all of our topics from ‘Moon
Zoom’ to the most recent topic ‘Splendid skies’. As a class we really enjoyed
finding more about the ‘Wright Brothers’ and their impact on the development
of air travel. We’ve explored the different types of air travel and written amazing
adventures stories about where we would go in a hot air balloon. We even had
a visit from a glider pilot and got to investigate how gliders fly.
Robins have truly blown us away with their hard work and determination to improve their phonics skills and in
turn it has had an outstanding impact on their reading fluency. It’s been lovely to see their love of reading flourish
especially when sharing stories from home with their friends.
This term has certainly been a creative one and Robins have loved rehearsing for the KS1 performance of
Tarzan learning all of the songs, the poem they so confidently delivered and their fantastic dance. They have
put so much effort into learning the words and actions for the Proms performances, we really have some shining
stars amongst us!
It has been a fantastic year with Robins and it is with great excitement to know that I will be moving forward in
their PLS journey and sharing Year 2 with them. Have a lovely relaxing summer! Miss Fordham

Puffins – Mr Wimbleton
I would like to take this opportunity to say how incredibly proud I am of all
my Puffins this year! I couldn’t have asked for a more caring, inquisitive
and motivated group.
We have been on a wonderful journey through Space; The enchanted
woodland; Bright lights and the big city; Paws, Claws & Whiskers;
Superheroes and finishing in the Splendid skies!
We made papier mache planets and underground signs which the
children really enjoyed. We built our own model cities and Andy
Goldsworthy inspired creations. We explored The Great Fire of London,
Florence Nightingale and looked at weather patterns around the world.

The progress in their reading, writing and phonics has blown me away in particular! We have had our ups and
downs and twists and turns but through it all the children have shown such resilience and determination. As an
NQT it has been an absolute pleasure to guide them, impart my knowledge but, most importantly, also learn
from them.
They have grown so much. I will miss my Puffins next year, but I wish them all the success in the world!

Year 1 Trip – Shuttleworth
Year 1 had a fantastic day at the Shuttleworth Collection!
They were able to explore the development of travel over time and look at
pieces within the collection that have such an important place in history.
The children were involved in a range of activities, such as ordering the
landscapes that would have been seen from the aeroplanes window on the
first flight to Australia.
Year 1’s faces lit up when they took a tour of the grounds in a vintage bus,
they all commented on how much they loved this experience. We were even
lucky enough to see several different planes and gliders land and take off
at different points across the day.
The children were so well behaved

Year 2

Kingfishers – Miss Harris
We have had an amazing final half term in Kingfishers class. I am delighted as I look around our classroom
and see so many children happy and confident about their transition to Year 3.
Our many successes this term have included the outstanding performance of TARZAN where the children
have worked so hard on their acting skills, learning their lines for each scene and the fabulous songs. We
enjoyed a morning with the fire service, completing many activities and of course the best bit of getting hosed
down! It was a very soggy experience but the children could also recall the vitally important fire safety
messages given by the Fire Service too. They have also set themselves targets for the next academic year
whilst reflecting on their ‘best bits’ of their Year 2 experience.
Words cannot explain how immensely proud of the class I am. Each and every child has blown me away with
their efforts in many different areas across the curriculum.
I would also like to thank the amazing parent support we have in Kingfishers. So many parents have given
their support in the classroom, on trips and experiences or donating resources and games. Your time and
efforts help to enhance the experiences of the children in the classroom and I have greatly appreciated it. I
wish all the children and your families and wonderful summer.

Nightingales – Mr Hodgson
Wow! What a year we’ve had! There are so many highlights, what to
focus on in this newsletter? All of KS1 amazed us with their captivating
performances in Tarzan. The show was such a success due to the
passion and commitment the children showed throughout. I am so proud
of their hard work through all the practicing in the weeks beforehand and
with the performance. They are my stars! Thank you also to all the
wonderful comments from parents are carers, these truly mean a lot to
the staff to hear how much you’ve enjoyed the performance.
As Year 2 draws to an end, it gives us time to reflect on some of the
events and great work that the children have taken part in. We have learnt how to get messy, the history of
Potton Town, how a castles operates and living things. The children have loved these topics and put in 100%
effort into every one of their lessons.
As we near the end of the school year, we reach the point of transition. The children had a wonderful day with
Miss Bagnall, and they were so happy when they returned. They are so looking forward to moving into Year
Three and starting their journey as a Phoenix. I know they will continue to impress Miss Bagnall at every
opportunity.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Gibson and Mrs Judd for volunteering in our class throughout
the Spring and Summer Term. Your support has greatly helped a number of children and the children have
enjoyed having you both. I would also like to give thanks to Mrs Gilmartin and Miss Gray who always put in
110% every day and truly care about the children.
While they have so much to look forward to next year, I wish them all a well-earned, relaxing and enjoyable
Summer break.

Year 2 Trip – Mountfitchet Castle
On the 22nd June, Nightingales and Kingfishers enjoyed a wonderful trip to Mountfitchet Castle. We decided on
this trip because the children were so engaged in our Spring topic of Towers, Tunnels and Turrets. The trip did
not disappoint, and the children were so excited, gaining a deeper understanding of what life was like in medieval
times.
The children enjoyed learning about and feeding the animals that lived in the castle grounds, the range of jobs
that adults and children had to complete and how Mountfitchet Castle defended itself. The children were
particular interested in how prisoners were punished. The children appreciated having free time to role play with
the prison, stocks and cages that were used to punish or humiliate disobeying town folks. As the day was so
hot, the children’s final activity was having the opportunity to operate a working catapult.
The children got to work as a team to fire a range of water bombs at their group leaders. Some groups had
wonderful teamwork, and Mr Hodgson and Miss Harris got rather wet! However, the adults managed to get their
revenge by firing their own! We hope the children had a wonderful day, and hope this encourages children to
visit other historical places to deepen their understanding of the past.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parent and staff helpers on our trip. Without our dedicated helpers
trips would like this would not be possible.

Year 3

Miss Bagnall
Year 3 Trip - Herrings Green Farm
On Tuesday 19th June Year 3 went on their trip to Herrings Green Farm and Birds of Prey Centre. We started
the day by being lucky enough to meet and handle Marshall the great grey owl and Bagel the barn owl. Miss
Bagnall even got to hold the largest bird at the centre, Sami the eagle! The children thoroughly enjoyed petting
the guinea pigs and giant rabbits and learning about how to care for them.

Later we got to watch the brilliant flying display where
we were lucky enough to see falcons, eagles and
harris hawks catching their prey! All the staff were
amazed at the bravery of the children who all had a
go at flying a barn owl!
To end our exciting day we got to meet a range of
critters including a skunk, a bearded dragon and
pigmy hedgehog. The children really enjoyed the
experience meeting and stroking all these amazing
animals.
Year 3 had a great day on their trip and took their learning back to the classroom the following day producing
some fabulous pieces of work including sketches of birds of prey and birds of prey poems.

Woodpeckers – Miss Bagnall
What a busy year Woodpeckers have had! The children have been busy reminding me
of how many exciting things we have managed to cram into this academic year! They
have had a fantastic first year in Key Stage 2 and I am overwhelmed with how much
progress they have all made and the standard of behaviour within the class.
We started the year learning all about the Stone Age. The children read the book, ‘Stig
of the Dump,’ and made Stone Age settlements as well as Stone Age jewellery. We
continued our learning with the next topic, ‘Mighty Metals,’ where we started the half
term with a trip to Potton Park to look at how different playground equipment works.
Throughout this topic we studied forces, metals and magnets. We created our own
magnetic fishing game which we shared and played with the reception children. We
also read, ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes and enjoyed using descriptive language to
describe him.
After a lovely end to the 2017 with our Christmas performance we began 2018 with another history topic all
about Ancient Greece. Woodpeckers have said this is one of their favourite topics of the year. We made Minotaur
heads and learnt about Greek writing, the Olympics and Greek myths and legends amongst many other things.
Year 3 started the second half term with a trip to Tesco to look at where different foods come from. Throughout
this topic we did a lot of food tasting, made smoothies, jam sandwiches and bouncy eggs! The children learnt
about the importance of a balanced diet as well as James Lind, the man who discovered vitamin C! We also
studied the well-known text, ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.’
The summer term has been a busy one with the topics, ‘Flow’ and ‘Predator’. We enjoyed a visit from Wood
Green the Animals Charity teaching us how to look after pets and make treats for them as well as visiting
Herrings Green Farm to meet a range animals and watch amazing birds of prey doing their flying displays.

Woodpeckers have had such a fantastic year. They have loved learning French, their PE sessions with sports
coaches and using the ICT suite at the middle school. The children’s enthusiasm for learning this year has been
incredible and I will really miss every member of the class.

Merlins
Miss R Coppenhall
Wow! What a fantastic year Merlins have had.
Throughout the year the children have continued to amaze me with their
maturity and enthusiasm to all areas of their learning. Merlins have been
learning about a range of exciting topics from going back to the ‘Stone
Age’, investigating ‘Mighty Metals’, to this terms stimulating ‘Predators’
topic.
The children loved the Year 3 trip to Herrings Green Farm earlier this term
and were fascinated to meet and handle all of the different birds of prey as
well as getting up close and personal with some other small animals and
pets, including a giant European rabbit named Beatrice.
The sound of beautiful singing has been filling the Year 3 corridor throughout this term as the children practise
for this year’s Proms in the Playground. Their confidence for performing has grown massively this year and their
wonderful singing has brought a tear to many teachers’ eyes over this term, including my own.
All of the children have worked so hard this term and they have made me so proud with the progress that they
have made in all areas of the curriculum. They have brought in a range of wonderful and imaginative topic home
projects and they have really enjoyed sharing their work and facts with the rest of the class. To see that their
love of learning extends beyond the classroom has been fantastic and a joy to be a part of.
Looking back on my first year at Potton Lower School, I can honestly say that I have enjoyed every moment
teaching Merlins and I could not have asked for a better class to begin my journey here at Potton Lower. All of
the children are certainly ready for the new challenges ahead of them in Year 4.

Year 4

Penguins - Mr Adams
Wow! Here we are at the end of an action packed year. I am very proud of all the children in Penguins as they
have become more independent and responsible, and they are now ready for the transition to the middle school.
Many of the children are thrilled that they can be trusted by their parents to walk to the school gates, or walk
home, at the end of the school day.
In class, we have fully immersed ourselves in the Cornerstones topics this year and the level of effort children
have put into their homework projects is outstanding. All of the children particularly enjoyed creating their own
perfumes and had even more fun smelling, and judging, which ones they liked the most. Penguins have really
enjoyed spending time learning about the USA and taking a road trip around many of the different states. Many
of the children haven’t been to America, but it was a great opportunity for those who had to talk about their
experiences and share their favourite moments from their trips.

As we come to the end of the year, I know the children are now ready for
their transition to middle school. We have accomplished many things this
year to help develop the children’s confidence and their excitement after
returning from the middle school shows me that they are very much looking
forward to September. Many of the children have already spoken to new
classmates from other schools and started to develop new friendships
which is fantastic.
I wish all the children the best of luck as they move to the middle school
next year and look forward to seeing them in full Key Stage 2 assemblies.
Enjoy the summer break!

Flamingos – Mrs Boston
On transition day last July when I met my class for the first time I was blown away by
their enthusiasm and love of learning. That day they created an acrostic poem that
they wanted to display on our classroom door.
This has welcomed all visitors to Flamingos class and me every morning, ensuring I
have started my day with a smile. The children who created this have lived up to its
sentiment and meaning each day throughout their Year 4 journey and I feel honoured
to say that I have been their teacher for the year.
I cannot say enough how much I have enjoyed learning, creating and exploring with
Flamingos. We have discovered so much from venturing into the Blue Abyss to our
USA Road trip! In particular the topic that has stuck in my memory was our Burps,
Bottoms and Bile topic which proved to be extremely popular with the children. During
this topic the children enjoyed reading The Demon Dentist by David Walliams and in
our literacy lessons they went on to write their very own ‘demon’ stories. Some of
which had me laughing out loud as I marked them!

I am proud to have spent the last academic year with Flamingos, watching them mature, achieve and succeed.
Therefore, I want to take this opportunity to wish them all the best in Year 5 and beyond.
Mrs Boston

Year 5

Blue Jays – Mrs Layton
Blue Jays have been reminiscing about what they enjoyed this year. We have several class members who took
part in the Quick Cricket and Athletics tournaments with great success. We really enjoyed dressing up on world
book days and learned a lot about the different book characters.
Everyone has worked really hard and put lots of effort into showing the school values and supporting each other,
as a class we have earned almost 1600 dojos between us! We have also enjoyed welcoming some new pupils
to our class.

The Blue Jays have worked in groups to write short pieces about what they enjoyed most this year, they
especially loved the topic work and the English that was linked to it. Here are a few excerpts about some of their
favourite things.
‘We learnt about Henry the eighth, the Black Death, Alchemy island, mini beasts and space. It was magical’.
(Reuben and Mason)
‘In Stargazers we learned about space and planets and gravity and why the planets orbit around the sun’..
(Joseph, Alfie and Oakley)
‘We did a topic on Mini-beasts, which I loved!!!! On Wednesday 18th April, we went on a mini-beast treasure hunt
on our school field. We found lots of mini-beasts, I found a ladybird on a fence, a ground beetle under a stone.
A titan ant, wasp. Bumblebee, dragonfly, snail and spider’. (Max)
‘In Beast Creator we learnt about, deadly mini-beasts, we built a mini-beast hotel and wrote limericks. We also
learnt about saving honey bees and many other fun things. In our space topic called stargazers we looked at
how the Earth is spherical and NOT flat! We also designed our own space buggy. We learnt about the order of
the planets in our Solar System and how the Earth orbits the sun and the moon orbits the Earth. This was our
favourite topic of the year!’ (Meg, Lily and Maddie)
‘In blue Jays we all love singing and dancing. We have been practising hard ready for Proms in the playground.
Some of us have loved going to choir club this year too, it’s really fun and only £5.00’ (Jade Selma and Izzy)
Thank you for such a fun and interesting year Blue Jays, enjoy your summer break!

Wagtails – Mrs Rider
As I watched the class head into Year 6 it was with a tear in my eye and a proud heart. I knew they were ready
to move on and were well prepared for their journey but I will miss them greatly when September comes.
I really can’t believe that our school year has come to an end! It has been an amazing year and we will have so
many memories. The Cornerstones curriculum has been a fantastic way to access the curriculum and both
engaged and enriched the Year 5 learning.
One of our highlights would have to be the Alchemy Island topic. It enabled the
year group to access scientific discovery, including the periodic table at a young
age, through a quest around a fantasy island. We were all hooked from day one
and the topic also produced some excellent writing in English lessons. It was a
great excuse to dress up as a character too!
Spread your wings Wagtails and enjoy the journey into Year 6.

Hawks – Miss Carrington
Over the course of the year, in our Topic work, Hawks have become explorers, space travellers, time travellers,
historians studying at the Tudors and the Black Death, and scientists studying the world of minibeasts! The
children have fully embraced our topics and their ever-growing levels of enthusiasm have ensured that both our
lessons and their topic homework have become more and more exciting! It has been a pleasure to watch them
develop new skills in entomology, history, geography, science, English and even some cooking through our topic
work this year.
I am proud to say that Hawks have earned themselves over 2000 Dojo points this year, which reflects their hard
work in lessons and in other areas of school life. Our team spirit has been well demonstrated this year in our
outstanding attendance levels – Hawks clearly love coming to school! We are proud to say that for 26 weeks of
the year we have had the highest attendance in upper KS2, earning us many non-uniform days!

One of the highlights for Hawks is still the morning they all received a pastry after assembly for one member of
our class’s brilliant demonstration of patience! Throughout the year Hawks have worked hard at demonstrating
our values and it has been a delight to see them work together to show thoughtfulness and friendship in
particular.
Another of our highlights has to be World Book Day and the opportunity we had to meet the author Jessica
Townsend. It is always wonderful to see the children enthused by reading and dressing up as their favourite
literary characters allowed them to find an area of reading that they really enjoy.
As the year draws to a close, I can safely say that Hawks have earned the fun activities they will participate in
during trip week. It has been an absolute pleasure to teach Hawks this year!
I will miss them very much, but wish them luck as they move up into Year 6!

Year 5 Activity Week – Mrs Rider
The week began with a trip to The National Space Centre in Leicester. We visited the planetarium, took part in
a robotic workshop and watched some exciting science. The children were exceptionally well behaved and their
enthusiasm boded well for the rest of the week.
Tuesday was our CSI day spent solving the case of the missing book. The year group took part in forensic
science work, crime scene investigation and secret-code solving. The day finished with a court case the crime
being solved.
For many, the highlight of the week was our Wednesday trip to London to see The Lion King. We spent lunch
time in Trafalgar square, studying the architecture, soaking up the atmosphere and watching the many street
performers.
The production of ‘The Lion King’ was breath-taking and the children were
mesmerised by the special effects.
As expected the children and the staff were quite tired on Thursday, so with a
calmer pace we headed into International day. With the theme of Africa, we
split into 3 groups for Art, drama and dance and had a really creative day.
In the afternoon we watched the DVD of ‘The Lion King’ and enjoyed comparing the film to the theatre production.
To top the week off we spent Friday with a visit to Hunstanton and the Sealife Centre. The pupils took part in a
rock pool investigation and got to touch a starfish if they so wished. The weather was perfect for a day out to the
sea-side so after lunch, we all headed for the beach and a stone sculpture competition.
We had an amazing week with many memories to last a life time.

Year 6

Eagles – Mr Brooks
I love writing these blurbs for the termly newsletter, but this one … this one I have been dreading.
It seems like only a few weeks ago that I was meeting the children for the first time, passionately uttering an
unequivocal promise to give everything I had and guide them through the most important year of their education.
It didn’t take long to recognise that sat before me was a group of children full of promise and boundless potential,
a class that quickly grasped my expectations and hopes for the year.

I have had the joy of witnessing and sharing an unfathomable number of achievements and successes with 6
Eagles. From outstanding topic projects, to the resilience, grit and determination demonstrated by the children
in the build-up to SATs, I can only congratulate them all for their efforts in what has been a truly remarkable
year. That said, what stands out most of all is the way in which the children have managed to fill me with pride
each and every day. At the start of the year, I asked them for three simple things: to trust in me, to give 100% in
all situations and to embrace the demands of the year ahead. They have, without question, risen to the challenge
and it has been an absolute pleasure to call them “my class”. Together, they have a unique way of bringing a
smile to my face and I am eternally grateful to each and every one of them for making my second year at Potton
one to cherish.
All that can be said now is: “Eagles, continue to soar and reach the greatest of heights each and every day”.
While they have so much to look forward to next year, I wish them all a well-earned, relaxing and enjoyable
Summer break.
Mr Brooks.

Owls – Miss Gingell
Owls have had a fantastic time in Year 6! From learning about children in WW2 and going to Duxford War
Museum, to dissecting hearts when learning about the human body.
I have seen a great growth in confidence in all the children when it came to performing their own work aloud
coupled with an increase in their abilities to ‘teach’ each other and also work independently. Hopefully, all their
hard work will be rewarded in excellent SATS results which I am sure they are as keen as you to find out their
scores.
I was pleased to hear that Owls’ behaviour and conduct with Mr Adams, whilst I was absent, was outstanding
and was lovely to hear how they had matured. They are truly looking forward to ending the year on a high with
an amazing week at Condover Hall where they will be tested to their limits but also have an enjoyable time with
all their friends.
I have had such fun teaching them over the past three terms and wish them every success next year.
Falcons – Mr Wilkinson
What a year! It seems like only yesterday that Falcons came together as a team, when we were learning about
how children were affected by the Second World War. We not only got to go on an exciting trip to Imperial War
Museum Duxford but also had a very special guest in to tell us about her own experiences.
We have covered a wide variety of learning in our Topic lessons since then. From imagining we are evacuated
children being bundled into trains at packed platforms to trying to empathise with Charles Darwin when he first
reached the Galapagos and saw such an array of strange creatures. We also learnt about some of the most
dangerous (and cold) places in the world, as well as the people who explore, or even live in them. In the summer
not only did the weather in Potton heat up but so did our topic, as we ‘entered’ Mexico! This was my favourite
part of the year, because not only were the SATs behind us, but we got to make some super sweet and spicy
chocolate drink.
The Topic lessons were not only interesting and fun (and tasty), but they also provided the inspiration for some
fantastic Big Writes. Some of the recent stories on the Mexican day of the dead were mind-blowing! The children
also got to show their sassier side when they copied the style of Adam Baron in Boy Under Water.
Year 6 is a demanding year, and Falcons met those demands head on. It was not just the Big Writes that the
children put their heart and soul into but also the preparation for the SATs. In lessons, at home, in revision
sessions, in intervention sessions, in mock tests and in the SATs themselves: Falcons worked incredibly hard.
Every single child should be proud of their work this year!

In school, Falcons were very successful: winning many
certificates, including one attendance award. There have also
been numerous successes for Falcons throughout the year
outside of school: in cheerleading competitions, at sea cadets,
rock climbing, swimming, water-skiing, cricket, at Guides, at
Scouts and football. On top of this there are children who have
showed a lot of thoughtfulness and responsibility by helping to
care for younger siblings.
It has been a pleasure to teach you all and I hope you all continue
to work hard and enjoy school next year.

Year 6 Residential Trip to Condover Hall – Mr Brooks
“Children learn and grow in a holistic way - their intellectual, social, emotional and physical learning is interwoven
across all experiences, in and out of the classroom.”
As we approached the stunning 16th Century Elizabethan manor house, overlooked by a radiant courtyard
bursting with bird-shaped bushes and stunning flower arrangements, a gaggle of excitable group leaders
awaited with beaming smiles outside Condover Hall. With only a few moments to drop off our bags and absorb
the stunning surroundings we would call home for the next week, we were already into our first activity.
The manner in which we arrived and jumped into our first activity (literally in some cases) was an insight into
what could be expected for the week ahead. There were not many moments to catch a breath!
Each morning was met with a regimented dorm room check and a nourishing breakfast. Filled with anticipation,
enthusiasm and scrambled eggs, we were outside by 9am ready for the challenges and excitement that the day
had promised.
Given the opportunity to escape the ordinary, adventure awaited the children with open arms. Archery, fencing,
climbing, abseiling, multi-vines and laser conquest were but a handful of activities the children participated in
during a choc-a-bloc week. Needless to say, they all fully embraced the many practical challenges that were
placed before them.
It is difficult to put into words how heart-warming it is for a teacher to see their students face their fears, conquer
inhibitions and push through boundaries. We have seen this happen all year in the classroom, but we had the
privilege of witnessing another side of our students in an entirely new environment. In a week filled with
adventure, bravery, tenacity and too many laughs to recall, I am certain the children collected memories that will
stay with them for a lifetime.
I know I speak on behalf of all the staff when I say that it was our absolute pleasure spending the week away
with the children - they were without question a pleasure to be with and an asset to our school.
Our trip to Condover Hall was a perfect way to draw to a close a highly rewarding and successful year. I can
only thank the staff, parents and children for such a wonderful week.

Science Key Stage 3
Year 7 have studied topics such as how to separate mixtures, Forces, Energy , Electrical circuits ,Cells and
Organisms and Acids and Alkalis. They are now very proficient at using a Bunsen burner and a microscope.
Students successfully completed a number of investigations such as what affects how quickly sugar dissolves
in water and how much energy is in different foods.
During Year 8 chemistry lesson, we have looked at how the elements are arranged in the periodic table, and the
difference between chemical reactions and physical changes. They have studied the digestive system and
performed tests to identify the different food groups in samples of food. We have also been working on
investigative skills and pupils have looked at what factors affect the dispersal of seeds and measuring the
resistance of different components in an electrical circuit.
In March, Hazel North, Elena Kim, Thomas Reynolds and Dylan Woodward- Johns represented the school at
the Salters Chemistry festival at the University of Cambridge. They did a great job and I hope they enjoyed the
visit.
All science club members have all now completed at least 10 investigations that are either an extension of
experiments we have done in classes or something a little different. The favourite activity is always making slime!
The Science Club also launched a sunflower competition in the spring and we will be announcing the winner
during the last week of term.

Key Stage 3

Blackbirds – Mr Bick
I have absolutely loved being Blackbirds’ form tutor this year! From the first day in September, they’ve impressed
me with their hard work, creativity, and sense of fun – and I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve been
stopped in the staff room by other members of staff and been told how well Blackbirds have been doing in their
lessons.
On sleep deprived, post-paternity leave mornings, Blackbirds have often kept me going with their (mostly) smiling
faces; their unconventional dance moves; their determination and generosity in building the best class library
I’ve ever had, and their endless enthusiasm for the funny animal videos section of the Newsround website. And
I haven’t even mentioned our domination of the weekly attendance competition yet!
I’m so sorry that we’re going to be losing so many of Blackbirds class next year; the whole school will miss them
terribly, but we wish all of them every success at their new schools.
Finally, I’d like to thank all the children for their hard work over the course of the year. Have magical summers!

Cardinals – Mrs Topple
The Year 7 Cardinals have had a year welcoming new friends and sharing fun times. They have enjoyed earning
Dojo’s carrying out numerous jobs from washing brushes to mounting art work, no guesswork needed to work
out our form room is the art room. We’ve had maths challenges and guess the 9 letter word – who knew the
children were so competitive!
Have a safe and happy holiday, I look forward to see you all back in September when we will no longer be
named after birds.

Toucans – Mrs Bingham
My first year at Potton has flown by and I have been very grateful to have been the form tutor of such a lovely
group.
I must say a big thank you to all the students who have helped keep the form room tidy and water the many
plants during break times. Well done to Kieran Evetts and Menna Godden who were our
representatives on the School Council, they put a lot of effort into the special events such
as Children in Need fundraising and did a great job of organising their fellow students .
As part of our tutor time activities students have shared their talents and hobbies. We
have had a magic show, learnt about computer animation, cheerleading and making air
fix models to name just a few.
I have also really enjoyed science lessons with the very talented Toucans. A number of
the students helped the Year 5 with their CSI day. They demonstrated great expertise in
carrying out chromatography to identify the pen used by the thief and helped the younger
students take their fingerprints.
I wish all of Toucans a happy and successful Year 8!
Have a well-deserved rest during the summer holidays.

Mr Griffths – Able Maths Day
The Potton Lower School Year 3 and 4’s and also pupil from other schools had a great day with a talented
mathematician. They had a fantastic day working in collaboration with lots of pupils; they were given lots of
maths problems that really stretched them. They used their inquisitive minds to find many different patterns using
both numbers and shapes. Lots of mathematical discussion was held and it was a pleasure to hear our pupils
speak so eloquently about mathematics using the correct technical vocabulary.
Mr Adams said that ‘the pupils had a really exciting day’ and ‘that they were faced with some challenging
mathematical problems.’
I am looking forward to holding more of these events next year; because it is important to keep the pupils
interested and challenged in their maths.

Bake Off! – Sally Topple
Three Year 7 children did a fantastic job representing the school in the
Stratton Bake off Finals. The children spent a very happy yet frantic
two hours preparing and cooking their delicious cakes. They needed to
be very organised to finish on time and have all the mess cleared away.
As you can see the standard was extremely high this year and all the
cakes tasted delicious. Congratulations to the winner and well done to
all the entrants. Thank you to Stratton for hosting this event and we
look forward to many more days baking.

ENAMELLING
The Year 7’s have been hard at work today making their enamelled jewellery. After cutting the copper plate
they had to file down the corners and smooth the surface ready for the powdered glass. Their work was then
heated in a kiln to about 800 degrees centigrade, this allows the enamel to melt and fuse to the metal. This only
takes a few minutes but it was guess work and lots of ooh’s and aar’s at the end results.

Attendance
Well done to all of the children on the attendance this half term.
A special congratulations to the following classes who have had the highest attendance across their Key Stage
so far this half term!.

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage
Key Stage 3: Blackbirds

96.50%

Upper Key Stage 2 : Hawks

98.10%

Lower Key Stage 2: Merlins

97.40%

Key Stage 1: Kingfishers
95.50%

97.90%
96.00%

96.50%

97.00%

97.50%

98.00%

98.50%

Attendance

The Local Authority set our attendance targets, the Federations target is 97%. It wonderful to see three of our
Key Stages achieve this percentage, and one only just behind.
Attendance
We are a school that sets ourselves high expectations in all areas and attendance is no exception. Attending
school is extremely important for children’s social, emotional and educational development and children who
miss a lot of time at school can suffer in the long term from significant gaps in their learning.

Potton Lower School
Attendance
Class
Present
Starlings
94.6
Hummingbirds 93.8
Robins
95.5
Puffins
95.6
Nightingales
96.9
Kingfishers
97.4
Merlins
97.1
Woodpeckers 96.4
Penguins
96.1
Flamingos
96.0

Potton Middle School
%

Attendance
Class
Present
Blue Jays
Hawks
Wagtails
Eagles
Falcons
Owls
Blackbirds
Cardinals
Toucans
Cranes
Swifts

%
97.3
98.3
95.5
95.1
94.0
96.9
97.0
96.4
94.3
92.4
88.8

FAQ
How can parents help to ensure that their child/ren regularly attend school?
Parents can help to ensure their children’s regular attendance at school by:
 Encouraging their children to attend school regularly and on time;
 Taking an interest in their children’s education and life at school;
 Communicating with the school in order to discuss any emerging issues or problems;
 Notifying their children’s school on the first day of any absence;
 Not arranging any family holidays during term time;
 Only agree to your child staying at home for a genuine illness;
 Ensure your child is on time in the mornings. Children who arrive late to school miss initial instruction,
may cause other children to wait while they settle or may be embarrassed to enter the class once lessons
have started;
 If you have any concerns ring us – talk to us to resolve issues.
 Praise and reward good attendance.

What should you do if your child is unwell?
Phone us as soon as possible to tell us why your child is absent and when you expect them to return. If we do
not receive a phone call we will call the emergency contact numbers we have on file to establish a reason for
the absence. If we are unable to do this we will record this absence as ‘Unauthorised’.

What is unauthorised absence?
Parents are required to provide an explanation for any absence and it is for the school to decide if this reason is
acceptable. If it is not an acceptable reason, the absence is unauthorised.

Can I take my child out of school for a holiday during term time?
There is no entitlement to take your child out of school during term time for a holiday. A school will usually only
authorise a term time absence if it is due to illness or exceptional circumstances. If you decide to go on holiday
during term time the absence will be recorded as unauthorised and you may be issued with a Penalty Notice. If
you do take your child out of school in term time please ask your school office for an absence request form.

What will happen if my child does not attend school regularly?
If a child fails to attend school regularly, the school may make a referral to the School Attendance Officer. School
Attendance Officers have a legal responsibility to monitor school attendance on behalf of the Council and to take
court action against parents whose children do not attend school regularly. School Attendance Officers will work
with parents and children to identify ways of improving attendance and will have meetings with parents and the
child’s school. They have the authority, under Section 23 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003, to issue Penalty
Notices to parents whose children fail to attend school regularly.

What is a Penalty Notice?
A Penalty Notice is fine payable to Central Bedfordshire Council.
A Penalty Notice may be issued when:
 a pupil is taken out of school during term time for a holiday which has not been authorised by the school;


a child’s school attendance has been poor and his/her school believe that the issuing of a Penalty Notice
may lead to an improvement in the child’s attendance (for example, when a child is persistently late for
school and his/her parents fail to address the situation).

When a Penalty Notice is issued it is issued on a ‘per child/per parent’ basis. This means that if a mother and
father have two children and take both children out of school they may be issued with a total of 4 Penalty Notices
– one to each parent for each child.

Attendance Policy
The Federation’s Attendance Policy sets out our systems and procedures for ensuring regular school
attendance. The policy can be found on our website http://pottonlower.co.uk/parents/attendance/. If you have
any queries relating to the Attendance Policy please contact the school offices on:
plsoffice@pottonfedrtaion.co.uk and pmsoffice@pottonfederation.co.uk

Reminders for parents
Medicines in School:
A reminder that we CANNOT administer medication that is not prescribed to your child and/or is only prescribed
for three times a day. This includes Calpol and Nurofen. Parents can come into school themselves if their child
needs a dose of medicine although we do advise parents to keep their children at home if they are poorly.
Reporting Children’s Absence:
Reporting children's absences - if you need to report your child's absence and do not need to speak to anyone
in the Middle School office about this, there is a direct line: 01767 261527. Lower School parents can ring the
main reception 01767 260239 number and select option 1.
Reading:
We would really like to encourage all parents with children in Reception and Key Stages 1 & 2 to read daily with
their child. Children in Key Stage 3 should be reading independently each day too!
Water Bottles:
Please can all parents ensure that their child brings a named and filled water bottle into school with them each
day, and that they only contain water. It is important for the children to drink regularly throughout the day.
Children may of course bring juice to drink with their packed lunch, and juice and water are also available for
children having a school dinner at lunchtime.

Job Opportunities at the Potton Federation
We are looking to recruit friendly, enthusiastic, hard-working and reliable individuals to work as part of a team
under the direction of our Senior Leadership team at the Potton Federation.
You will join a committed and dedicated team who work together to maintain our school and deliver excellent
outcomes for all learners.

Please see our website for our latest vacancies:
https://pottonfederation.co.uk/careers/vacancies/

