October - 13

Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year, I hope that you find the information
within this issue informative about school life this half term. Both the children and staff seem
ready for their half term break, we are all very concerned about the eight week half term
ahead of us. I am not so sure that the younger children will be able to maintain their focus
or excitement about Christmas for eight weeks!
I am sorry to inform you that we are unable to attend the pantomime at Milton Keynes
theatre this year, we were initially able to secure tickets however there were no coach
companies that could facilitate the number of coaches we needed to get to the theatre. We
are going to secure tickets for next year’s performance over a number of days and separate the key stages so that the
coach companies can meet our requirements. We didn’t want the children to be too disappointed so we have secured a
visiting theatre group to perform Snow White on the 2nd December for years Reception to Year 6. We will be seeking
voluntary contributions towards this performance nearer to the date, we would really appreciate your support in ensuring
the children have this wonderful experience.
Many of you have expressed your concern regarding the lack of a School Crossing Patrol Officer outside of school to ensure
the children’s safety. Can I just reiterate that this role is recruited for and accountable to the Local Authority. I would
really appreciate your support in expressing your safety concerns directly to them.
We will be holding our open mornings at each of the schools on the dates below and we look forward to welcoming
families into our schools.
Potton Lower 22nd November 2019 from 9.00 to 11.00 a.m.
Potton Middle 12th November 2019 from 7.00 p.m and Wednesday 13th November 2019 from 9.00 to 11.00 a.m.
The wellbeing of our pupils is always of the utmost importance to us, we are very aware of the mental health issues our
young people are facing and we are really keen to try to give them the tools to enable them to cope with their concerns
and anxieties. We have had several visitors into school this half term to support the children in this area. Please read Mr
Brooks’ update on this within this newsletter. We are always interested in having visitors into both schools to conduct
assemblies, particularly around health and well-being. If you know of organisations that could support us further then
please speak to Mr Brooks.
I hope that you all have a lovely autumn break.

Kind regards
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher

A message from Sarah Pryer – Chair of Governors for the Potton Federation
As the deadline nears for applications to Middle School, I wanted to take this opportunity to update and reassure you
about our schools in Potton.
Last academic year, the Governing Body shared that they are working closely with Central Bedfordshire Council and other
local schools to co-ordinate timescales for a public consultation on the transition to becoming a Primary School. This
decision was made given the announcement of our only remaining feeder Upper School – Stratton in Biggleswade – that
they will be a Secondary School. Our other main destination school, Sandy, has already become a Secondary School and
some of our local feeder Lower Schools for the Middle School have also indicated that they will become Primaries.
Whilst it is still the plan that the local educational landscape will change, as yet NO decision has been made and timescales
have not been agreed. We would like to assure all parents we are still taking admissions as normal and have our Open
Evening at the Middle School on Tuesday 12th and Morning on Wednesday 13th November. This is an opportunity for
you to come and see the school in action.
Please remember that even if your child is already at Potton Lower School you do still have to apply for a place at Potton
Middle. There is no automatic transfer.
The continuity and quality of education for our children is at the forefront of our plans and we will of course update you
as soon as further decisions have been made.

I hope you have a lovely half term break.

A message from Charlotte Coppenhall – Acting Deputy Headteacher
The start of the new academic year has been exceptional, and I cannot believe that the first half term has already come
to an end. Our Foundation and Year 5 pupils have transitioned brilliantly and our new staff have been made to feel very
welcome too. As I walk around the school I feel so lucky to be part of such a thoughtful, helpful and hard-working
community.
It has been a very busy seven weeks, and our pupils and staff have worked incredibly hard. I have really enjoyed visiting
classrooms and seeing how determined, focussed and eager our pupils are, and they are always so keen to show me the
effort they have put into their work. It has been a pleasure teaching new and familiar faces across the Federation and
seeing first-hand the desire they all have to achieve so highly. I have loved spending time with our pupils at break times
and lunch times, even during the windiest of days, as well as greeting many of you in the mornings and after school just
as the weather is turning!
Looking ahead to one of my favourite times in school, I know we are about to enter a half term jam-packed with exciting
opportunities and experiences, including several performances, whole school Christmas dinner and so much more.
I would like to wish everyone a relaxing half term break and to also thank parents for their continued support of the
school; it is hugely appreciated.
Parents Evening
We are looking forward to welcoming you to our school parents evening on either Thursday 31st October or Tuesday 5th
November 2019. We enjoy sharing with you how your child is doing in school, and we feel providing parents with the
information needed to support their child is essential. During parents evening, you will receive a form which tells you
where your child is currently working at in Reading, Writing and Maths, as well as an end of year target for these areas.
Your child’s teacher will discuss their progress and effort during their meeting with you too.

Example parents evening form:
Below
Reading
Writing
Maths

Working
Towards
✓
✓

Expected
Standard

Greater Depth Target

✓

Below (BLW):
Working Towards (WTS):
Expected Standard (EXP):
Greater Depth (GDS):

EXP
GDS
EXP

working below the expected standard for a child of their age.
working towards the expected standard for a child of their age.
working at the expected standard for a child of their age.
working above the expected standard for a child of their age.

Note: At this point in the academic year, the majority of children will be working towards the expected standard as they
have not yet covered the full curriculum.

News from Reception and Year 5
Reception – Mrs Harrison-White
All of the children have settled so well into their new class. They have shown
determination and enthusiasm towards learning new skills and they have
wowed us every day with how much they have learnt. You would not think they
have only been in school for six weeks! Every child is becoming more confident
and independent in accessing resources around the classroom and it’s so
wonderful to see lots of new friendships blossoming!

Their topic this term ‘Do you want to be friends?’ has allowed the children to
learn more about each other, their interests and differences. It has been lovely
getting to know every child and watch their personalities grow and develop. The
children have loved reading stories such as ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and
‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’. We even went on our very own bear hunt around
the school, collecting Autumn treasures and eventually finding a bear in a tree!
We hope all of the children have loved their first half term at school and enjoy
a well-deserved rest. Thank you all Reception parents and carers, tour support
has been hugely beneficial in enabling he children to settle at school.

Year 5 – Mrs Rider
It is hard to believe Year 5 have only been with us for a few short weeks as they have settled in so amazingly. As a year
group they are polite, smart and eager to learn, and have made a huge impression on the staff that teach them.
School council representatives have been selected from each class and many Year 5 have been involved with extracurricular activities.

We have had the pleasure of Mrs. Bingham (Head of Science) joining the Year 5 team with the
Science curriculum this year and has already made a huge impact on the children. Our topic has
been ‘Stargazers’ which the children have really enjoyed. Amongst our work we have made
‘crunchy rainbow salad’ fit for an astronaut; potato printing to create lunar charts of the moon
phrases and investigated the ‘Race for Space’ throughout history.
It has been great seeing how much prior knowledge the children already had on the subject and
their eagerness to question and learn more.
Be warned next half term, the plague is coming to Year 5!

Key Stage 3 Prefects – Mr Brooks
I have been delighted to be able to introduce our ‘Key Stage 3 Potton Prefect System’ at school this term. Potton Middle
School provides many opportunities for young people to develop leadership and representation skills, and we entrust pupils
with responsibilities that aim to nurture their strengths and abilities. Formal pupil leadership (School Council and a Prefect
System) provides important benefits for both the pupil and the school. Prefects have the potential to influence the school
environment and the behaviour of their fellow pupils by becoming advocates for positive change in the school community. It
has been proven that when children actively participate in leadership in school life, and their ideas and opinions are listened
to and valued, they feel respected and encouraged to make further contributions.
The benefits to the school and the pupils include:








Developed communication and interpersonal skills.
Improved academic performance for students involved.
Greater commitment to the school’s ethos from the wider student body.
Positive influences on the atmosphere and culture of the school.
A strengthened school spirit and sense of comradery.
Increased co-operation from all pupils.
A network of support for the pupil body.

After a thoroughly successful series of interviews (just the 40!), I am delighted to confirm the list of children I have
identified as our KS3 Prefects:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Robyn German
Hermione Inskip
Harley Sammells
Sarah Dreyer
Emily Grist
Megan Caldwell
Luci Smart
Paige Stewart
Elisa Van De Pol
Harry Moore
Lily Davis
Chloe Anderson
Joseph Wilson
Alice Gale

Fundraising – The Voice and Values Committee
Jeans for Genes - Friday 20th September 2019.
On Friday 20th September in true federation style we wore our jeans to raise lots of
money for the charity “Genetic Disorders UK” by taking part in “National Jeans for
Gene’s day”.

In assemblies the children learnt all about the charity and the work it does, gaining an
understanding of what our “Genes” actually are - as one child mentioned in an
assembly “Jeans for Genes is a great homophone!”
We asked everyone who wanted to support our charity day to donate £1.00 for the
privilege of coming to school in our jeans/denim. We were absolutely delighted to
have raised £430.00 for Genetic Disorders UK and we would like to thank all of the
child and staff for their support!

Voice and Values Committee Bake Sale for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Wednesday 2nd October 2019 – PLS
The Voice and Values Committee barely had time to blink before they were thrown
into organising another fabulous fundraising event this half term! Following on
from their tremendous efforts in raising money for “Jeans for Genes” day they did
an amazing job of organising a very successful Bake Sale for Macmillan Cancer
Support.
The children worked tirelessly making posters, organising staff members to send
messages and arranging for the event to be advertised in the newsletter, they also did
an amazing job informing all their classmates, the reason why we had such fabulous
donations of cakes and biscuits to sell!
When the big day finally arrived the Voice and Values Committee compiled a “to do”
list and executed it with confidence and determination, their team work was fabulous,
they put out tables, collected the float, blew up balloons and then laid all the cakes
out on the table all with great pride and enthusiasm.
Many of the children had been concerned about the weather and had even organised
a place for them to sell the cakes from if the weather had been bad. Luckily, we were
blessed with good weather and as the sun shone down the cake stall proved to be as
popular as ever.
The Voice and Values Committee would like to say an enormous thank you to everyone
who baked, donated and brought the huge selections of cakes and biscuits we had to
offer, with your help, as a Federation we raised £292.25 for Macmillan Cancer Support
which we were really pleased with.

Cakes, biscuits, pastries: PMS was overrun with sweet treats on the
2nd October, which were all sold to raise money for Macmillan
Cancer Support. During morning break, the school council, and a
few helpers, sold hundreds of cakes kindly donated by students and
staff to support this extremely worthwhile cause. Overall, after a
few discounted sales later in the day, the Federation raised a total
of £292.25 Thank you to everyone who baked, bought and sold
cakes!

Year 6 Trip to Duxford – Miss Carrington
In order to delve deeper into our topic of ‘A Child’s War’ and gain a greater understanding of the impact of the Second
World War, Year 6 visited IWM Duxford on Friday 4th October.
With spitfires taking off and landing over our heads, all groups
explored the hangers with some of our favourites being the
American hanger, the Land Warfare hanger and the Battle of
Britain exhibition, where we were able to get up close to aspects
of war in Britain that we have been studying, such as an
Anderson Shelter. One group were very fortunate to have a close
up tour of a Spitfire, owing to a family connection. The great,
great uncle of Romilly Cooper-Holt (Torday) flew spitfires during
WWII and one of the aeroplanes he flew is stored at Duxford! As
a result, we were able to find the plane and were given a guided
tour and mini-lesson by one of the curators at the museum. Due
to the lack of space in the hanger where the Spitfire was stored,
we weren’t all able to get close to the aeroplane, but all groups
were able to see it and hear the story! Thank you to Romilly’s family for sharing their story with us!
Curious and enthusiastic minds, exemplary behaviour and brilliant exhibitions meant Year 6 had a fantastic day and went
home sharing stories of all they had learned. Thank you to all the parents and staff who volunteered their time to
accompany Year 6.

Year 4 – Swimming Lessons
Not only is learning to swim an important requirement of the National Curriculum, it is also an essential life skill that
enables children to swim with confidence over a range of distances; and perform safe self-rescue in water.
Since the start of the school year, Year 4 pupils have been
given the opportunity to visit Saxon pool every week and
partake in swimming lessons. Every week twelve children
show exemplary behaviour and head to the pool to
achieve the national requirements for children up to the
age of eleven. They need to: swim competently and
confidently over a distance of 25m, use a range of strokes
effectively, and perform safe self-rescue in water. I am
delighted to announce that all of the children in our first

group of swimmers have achieved the national curriculum requirements. An outstanding achievement! As well as
achieving the criteria, the children have also learnt to (or continue to improve) swim butterfly. With butterfly being one
of the most difficult strokes to master, they have shown tremendous determination to succeed.
As we reach half term, there is now an opportunity for the next group of twelve children to go swimming starting on the
28th October. Letters have already been sent to parents in Year 4 to notify you if your child is starting swimming on this
day.
Please remember to come to school with your swimming kit on the first day back!

Reading – Mr Bick
This term, it has been great to see the different ways in which teachers have been
promoting reading for pleasure with their classes! Children regularly stop me in the
corridor to tell me about what they’re reading, and I’m seeing more and more diverse and
exciting books in children’s hands during lessons. Thank you all so much for your support
at home.
The Federation’s Reading Bulletin will be back soon with some recommendations and
reviews from the children, so please look out for that. Several members of teaching staff
are also participating in a professional development group whose aim is to support
teachers in creating a culture of reading for pleasure in their classrooms. I’m sure their
work in this area will be valuable in creating a new generation of readers!
Have a lovely half term break,
Mr Bick

PMS – Physical Education
Netball has been a real focus for PE this half term with all classes covering it in PE
lessons. Key Stage 2 classes have played high 5’s and spent time learning the key
positions with all classes finishing off the unit with a class tournament. I’ve been super
impressed with how well students has grasped the key rules with a few students
stepping off the court to umpire some matches which has been amazing to watch and
a learning curve for some to see just how difficult umpiring matches can be! PMS
netball club has also begun this term where students are working towards competing
against other schools after term once we’ve got a few more practices under of belts.
Other sporting fixtures have also been arranged for after half term for Key Stage 3
basketball, Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 sports hall athletics and dodgeball.

Pupil Wellbeing
Chill Your Beans – Key Stage 3

On Friday 20th September and Monday 23rd September, Cat Stacey from
'Chill Your Beans' visited Potton Middle School to work with our KS3 cohort.
As a positive psychology practitioner, Cat focuses on building self-esteem,
self-worth and managing emotions for children of all ages. In her own words,
she focuses on "what is good". She believes that: "Resilience comes from a
few areas but feeling supported, having a good basis of well-being and
feeling listened to are great starting points and in society today we can often
go straight for trying to fix what is wrong first. Being psychologically flexible
can help and understanding how we can get stuck in 'over-thinking' often
helps children work through things in a more productive and safe way."
Over the course of the two days, Cat led two invaluable workshops with Years 7 and 8:
‘Brain in a Bottle’. This workshop covered relaxation and what happens to our brain when we get upset or feel strong
emotions. The children looked at how emotions are there for a reason and some ways of mindfully accepting and coping
with those that are uncomfortable.
‘What is your Character Strength Superpower?’ This workshop looked at self-worth and what is good about us by using
our character strengths. Children aimed to pick out their top five strengths and start strength spotting in others too.
At Potton Middle School, we wholeheartedly believe in continually offering our children appropriate provisions that
support their mental health and well-being. Needless to say, we were delighted to afford our KS3 cohort the opportunity
to work with Cat over the two days.
A testimonial from one of our Teaching Assistants, I believe, justifies exactly how valuable we all felt the workshops were
to our students:
“…I really enjoyed Catherine's workshops and I think the pupils did too. I thought that the workshops were both inclusive
and engaging. Catherine skilfully encouraged a pupil I was sat with who was feeling dejected about the people in her life
and within minutes she was joining in and adding qualities to other's body cut outs and smiling. What a transformation!”
If you would like to read more about the services Cat offers, please visit her website: https://chill-your-beans.co.uk/

Mental Health, Online Safety and Cyber Bullying Whole School Assembly
It seemed pertinent that on Friday 11th October, singer-songwriter, Ben Brown, delivered an
inspiring workshop assembly to the whole school on 'Mental Health, Online Safety and Cyber
Bullying', the day after the country celebrated World Mental Health Day. While Thursday 10th
October provided teachers and professionals across the country an opportunity to raise
awareness of mental health issues and advocate against social stigma, we were delighted to
welcome Ben to our school to add to the conversation of mental health and well-being.
Ben Brown, an up and coming music artist, whose music style has been dubbed by BBC’s Radio
1 as ‘breezy and easy-going with cleverly crafted lyrics’. Ben’s first 3 singles hit the top 5 in the
iTunes singer-songwriter charts, and he is due to support George Ezra on tour. Ben has had

his own struggles with mental health over the last few years which is evident in the lyrics of his new music, so he feels he
is in the perfect position to promote this positive message to young children all around the UK.
Throughout the assembly, Ben spoke candidly about his own experiences of online safety and cyberbullying, offering
children a different perspective and insight into how to stay safe online. Speaking to the children after the assembly, many
commented on how incredible Ben’s vocal talent was, but they also really enjoyed the stories he told and how the main
message was to “be yourselves and always speak to a teacher when you feel alone or misguided.”
On behalf of the school, I would just like to thank Ben for spending the morning with us and
imparting his good advice and instruction onto our students. We wish him the very best for his
future endeavours and promise to keep track of his journey to stardom!
Please find below a link to a couple of his cover videos which we have shared with the children.
Ben Brown - No Words
Ben Brown - Not A Game

School Calendar
16th – 18th October

Year 4 Grafham Residential Trip

21st – 25th October

HALF TERM

28th October – 1st
November

Mock SAT’s – Round 1

30th October – 5th
November

Schoolastics Book Fair at PMS

31st October

Parent Consultations

5th November

Parent Consultations

6th – 8th November

Schoolastics Book Fair at PLS

12th November

PMS Open Evening

13th November

PMS Open Morning

22nd November

PLS Open Morning

29th November

Potton Federation Choir at Potton Christmas Lights Switch on
(PLS and PMS children)

5th December

Reception Christmas performance to parents

9th December &

Key Stage 2 Christmas performance to parents – evening

10th December

Key Stage 2 Christmas performance to parents – afternoon

12th December

PMS Christmas Quiz

18th December

Key Stage 1 Christmas Carol

Friday 20th December

LAST DAY OF TERM & Christmas Jumper Day

All dates for the academic year 2019/20 have also been added to the website.
https://pottonfederation.co.uk/events/list/

Please visit:

Open Days
Potton Lower School would like to invite children and their parents to our open morning on Friday 22nd November
2019 from 9am – 11am.
Our Executive Headteacher Mrs Cathy Smart will give talks at 9am & 10am. Tours of the school by staff and Governors
will be on offer giving you the opportunity to see us in action. We will be providing refreshments for adults and children
throughout the morning.
Potton Middle School Open Evening and Open Morning
On Tuesday 12th November the school will be holding their Open Evening at 7pm. There will be a talk by the Executive
Headteacher, followed by pupil-led guided tours.
On Wednesday 13th November at 9.30am – 11.30am the school will open its doors for our Open Morning and we would
love for you to come and see the school in action. Children welcome.

https://pottonfederation.co.uk/parents/open-day/

Attendance
Well done to all of the children on their attendance this half term. The Local Authority set our attendance targets, the
Federations target is 97%. This half term has seen the winter vomiting bug have a huge impact on our attendance causing
our figures to be lower than our target.
A special congratulations to the following classes who have had the highest attendance across their Key Stage so far this
half term!

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage
Key Stage 3: Almond

97.14%

Upper Key Stage 2 : Stevens

97.89%

Lower Key Stage 2: Hippogriffs

97.11%

Key Stage 1: Squirrel Nutkins
96.00%

98.60%
96.50%

97.00%

97.50%

98.00%

98.50%

99.00%

Attendance

Attendance
We are a school that sets ourselves high expectations in all areas and attendance is no exception. Attending school is
extremely important for children’s social, emotional and educational development and children who miss a lot of time at
school can suffer in the long term from significant gaps in their learning.

Potton Lower School

Class
Cottontails
Puddle Ducks
Squirrel Nutkins
Tiggy-Winkles
Jerry Fisher
Tom Kittens
Dragons
Phoenix
Salamanders
Hippogriffs

Potton Middle School
Attendance
Present

%
94.29
96.25
98.60
95.72
97.28
97.17
95.91
95.63
97.08
97.11

Class
Elphinstone
Riddell
Stevens
Edge
Evans
Torday
Almond
Pullman
Zephaniah

Attendance
Present %
96.85
96.97
97.89
97.02
96.49
97.22
97.14
96.96
95.89

Attendance Policy
The Federation’s Attendance Policy sets out our systems and procedures for ensuring regular school attendance. The
policy can be found on our website http://pottonlower.co.uk/parents/attendance/. If you have any queries relating to
the Attendance Policy please contact the school offices on: plsoffice@pottonfedrtaion.co.uk and
pmsoffice@pottonfederation.co.uk

Information from the Local Authority
30 Hours Extended Childcare
Working parents with children aged between 3 and 4 years of age may be eligible for an additional 15 hours of nursery
education funding. Parents can check their eligibility and apply using the childcare choices website.
Working parents who may be eligible for fifteen hours extended childcare, must apply to HMRC for this extended childcare
before the term in which they wish to use the code. Parents must apply before the 31st December, 31st March and 31st
August and have a valid code by the end of the month before the start of the new term. The code is not valid if they apply
in the term in which they wish to use the code.
Parents have to reconfirm their eligibility every three months and follow the same rules and ensure this is undertaken
before their code's expiry date and/or before the end of the current term.

October half term activities for families with children and young people with special education needs
and/or disabilities.
Following the successful summer sessions for families with children and young people with special education needs
and/or disabilities (SEND), Central Bedfordshire Council teams have continued working with SNAP Parent Carer Forum to
provide more sessions to meet the needs of these families.
Please see the flyer for more information.

Reminders for parents
Medicines in School:

A reminder that we CANNOT administer medication that is not prescribed to your child and/or is only prescribed
for three times a day. This includes Calpol and Nurofen. Parents can come into school themselves if their child
needs a dose of medicine although we do advise parents to keep their children at home if they are poorly.
Reading:

We would really like to encourage all parents with children in Reception and Key Stages 1 & 2 to read daily with
their child. Children in Key Stage 3 should be reading independently each day too!
Water Bottles:

Please can all parents ensure that their child brings a named and filled water bottle into school with them each
day, and that they only contain water. It is important for the children to drink regularly throughout the day.
Children may of course bring juice to drink with their packed lunch, and juice and water are also available for
children having a school dinner at lunchtime.
Hand hygiene:

There are soap dispensers available in all of the school toilets with notices that remind children to wash their
hands before they leave. We have antibacterial hand gel available in areas around school also and children are
always encouraged to wash their hands.

In order to help minimise the spread of any infections/germs within school – if parents and carers would like to
send their child/children in to school with a named bottle of antibacterial gel, this will be kept on their school
desk for them to be able to use throughout the day if required.
Parking:
Please can we remind ALL parents that Mill Lane carpark is open from 8:15am every morning. Please support
the school in trying to keep our children safe whilst they arrive and depart school.
Child Absences:
Please remember to phone into school if your child is absent for any reason. If your child has a medical
appointment during school hours please provide evidence of the appointment to the office. If you do not notify
the school on the first day of the absence your child will be given an unauthorised absence mark. Please be
aware that 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a 12 week period may result in a fixed penalty notice.
Pre-Loved uniform:
Has your child outgrown their school uniform? Is your child moving to another school? Why not donate any
preloved and now unwanted items of school uniform to the school to benefit other children in the school
community?
Don’t throw it away, donate it! Ties/ school jumpers/ PE kit/ trousers/ skirts/ shorts
Donations can be left in the donation bins at both school offices.
Thank you!

